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Helena  -  The  week  ending  September  1  was  somewhat  drier  and  warmer  than  the  pre¬ 
ceding  week,  although  night  temperatures  averaged  lower,  bringing  light 
frosts  again  to  some  western  and  extreme  northeastern  localities.  Showers  ranging 
from  light  to  moderate  amounts  fell  over  most  of  the  State  but  entirely  missed 
some  areas  in  western,  central,  and  extreme  southeastern  Montana.  ViTeather  condi¬ 
tions  were  generally  favorable  for  harvesting  of  grain  crops,  now  complete  except 
for  some  late  irrigated  sections.  Fall  plowing  and  seeding  have. started  at  widely 
separated  sections  of  the  State,  but  are  generally  awaiting  more  favorable  moisture 
conditions.  Some  little  improvement  is  now  reported  in  range  and  pasture  conditions 
in  counties  where  August  rainfall  v;as  sufficient  to  start  some  new  grass  or  stinrn- 
late  thistle  growth,  but  on  the  whole  the  range  and  pasture  situation  in  the  entire 
eastern  two-tnirds  of  the  State  is  still  very  serioT^|^.^^^:j,Ji|.j. ^ittle  likelihood  of 
3-^y  general  improvement  this  season.  Cattle  and  shieep'/have  continued  quite  heavy, 
and  with  sheen  and  lambs  beginning  to  come  off  summer  'ranges,  a  genera]  ly  stronger 
market  movement  of  livestock  is  expected  to  develop.  A  larger  than  usual  propor¬ 
tion  of  old  ewes  in  fall  sheej:  shipments  is  probable  due  to  the  shortage  of  fall 
pastures  and  winter  range  feed.  The  hay  and  feed  situation  continues  to  be  reported 
as  critical  in  the  diyland  areas  although  in  the  irrigated  Vrall  eys  hay  crops  pre  a 
little  better  than  were  expected  a  month  ago.  Much  of  the  irrigated  hay  crop  con¬ 
trolled  by  stockmen  'will  undoubtedly  be  held  to  restore  depleted  reserves  so  that 
the  amount  of  hay  for  sale  from  the  more  fa.vored  a^reas  will  be  smaller  than  would 
appear.  In  many  eastern  and  central  Montana  counties,  much  thistle  hay  will  be  put 
up  for  winter  feed.  Other  roughage  in  the  form  of  corn  and  sweet  sorghums  will  be 
saved  in  eastern  Montana  for  winter  feed. 

While  some  fair  gra,in  crops  are  reported  in  the  western  third  of  the  State 
the  grain  harvest  in  the  important  eastern  two-tnirds  of  Montana  will  probably  not 
exceed  that  rf  such  a  similar  drouth  year  of  1S31-  Some  counties  in  t  as  area  are 
reported  as  producing  less  than  ne>;t  ye-'T's  seed  requirements  in  case  of  spring 
wheat,  oats,  and  barley.  The  sugar  beet  crop,  while  spotted,  is  promising  a  larger 
production  than  last  year.  Potatoes  pre  f.air  to  good  in  irrigated  areas  but  very 
poor  in  the  dryland  sections,  with  a  r)Oor  quality  crop  now  indicated  in  the  impor¬ 
tant  Flathead  area.  The  bean  crop  harvest  is  now  in  progress,  and  v;ill  proba,bly 
make  a  frair  crop  on  irrigated  lands  with  very  little  dry-land  acreage  for  ha,rvest. 

Less  mention  of  gre.sshopners  has  b'^en  noted  during  the  past  two  weeks, 
but  web-werms  are  still  reported  hatching  out  in  some  north-central  areas. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipita,tion  Data 


Station: 

Te.mperature 

Total  Precipitation 

Sunshine 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  week.  Since  Apr.l 

Percent  of  possibli 

Billings  . 

94 

4s 

O.Cl 

5.0s 

* 

Bozeman  . 

85 

43 

0.11 

5.94 

* 

Cut  Bank  . 

88 

4l 

0.33 

S.7S 

* 

Glasgow  . 

94 

4tj 

0.29 

4.45 

Glendive  . 

98 

47 

0.12 

5.74 

* 

Gre.at  Falls  ...... 

q4 

42 

0.C2 

4.63 

* 

Havre  . 

96 

46 

0.17 

4.05 

86 

HELENA  . 

88 

45 

T 

5.54 

79 

Kali spell  . 

88 

42 

0.02 

4.36 

SO 

Lewistown  . 

92 

4o 

0.19 

7.45 

* 

Malta  . 

96 

46 

0.20 

3.98 

+ 

Miles  City  . 

96 

48 

T 

2.89 

76 

Missoula  . 

94 

44 

0.20 

A99 

82 

Poplar  . 

95 

45 

0.22 

5.15 

* 

*No  data. 
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Helena  -  The  week  ending  Septemher  1  was  somewhat  drier  and  warmer  tha.n  the  pre¬ 
ceding  week,  although  night  temperatures  averaged  lower,  bringing  light 
frosts  again  to  some  western  a.nd  extreme  northeastern  localities.  Showers  ranging 
from  light  to  moderate  amounts  fell  over  most  of  the  State  but  entirely  missed 
some  areas  in  v;e stern,  central,  and  extreme  southeastern  Montana.  Weather  condi¬ 
tions  were  generally  favorable  for  harvesting  of  grain  crops,  now  complete  except 
for  some  late  irrigated  sections.  Hall  plowing  and  seeding  have  started  at  widely 
separated  sections  of  the  State,  but  are  generally  awaiting  more  favorable  moisture 
conditions.  Some  little  irrjprcvement  is  now  reported  in  range  and  pasture  conditions 
in  counties  where  Augast  rainfall  was  sufficient  to  start  some  new  grass  or  stiiru- 
late  thistle  growth,  but  on  the  whole  the  range  and  -oasture  situation  in  the  entire 
eastern  two-thirds  of  the  State  is  still  very  serioj^g^^p:j,^i;L|.  ^ittle  likelihood  of 
any  general  improvement  this  season.  Cattle  and  sheep/have  continued  quite  heavy, 
and  with  sheen  and  lambs  beginning  to  come  off  summer  'ranges,  a  generally  stronger 
market  movement  of  livestock  is  expected  to  develop.  A  larger  than  usual  propor¬ 
tion  of  old  ewes  in  fall  sheep  snipments  is  probable  due  to  the  shortage  of  fall 
pastures  and  winter  range  feed.  The  hay  and  feed  situation  continues  to  be  reported 
as  critical  in  the  dryland  area.s  although  in  the  irrigated  valleys  hay  crops  are  a 
little  better  than  were  expected  a.,  month  ago.  Much  of  the  irrigated  hay  crop  con¬ 
trolled  by  stockmen  will  undoubtedly  be  held  to  restore  depleted  reserves  so  that 
the  amount  of  hay  for  sale  from  the  more  fa^vored  areas  v;il].  be  smaller  than  would 
appea.r.  In  many  eastern  and  central  Montana  counties,  much  thistle  hay  will  he  put 
up  for  winter  feed.  Other  roioghage  in  the  form  of  corn  and  sweet  sorghums  wall  he 
saved  in  eastern  Montana  for  winter  feed. 

Vfnile  some  fair  grain  crops  are  reported  in  the  western  third  of  the  State 
the  grain  harvest  in  the  important  eastern  two-tnirds  of  Montana  will  probably  not 
exceed  that  of  such  a  similar  drouth  year  of  1931-  Some  counties  in  t.As  area  are 
reported  as  producing  less  than  ne>:t  year’s  seed  requirements  in  case  of  spring 
W'heat,  oats,  and  barley.  The  sug.ar  beet  crop,  while  snotted,  is  promising  a  larger 
production  than  last  year.  Potatoes  are  fair  to  good  in  irrigated  areas  but  very 
poor  in  the  dryland  sections,  with  a  -noor  quality  crop  now  indicated  in  the  impor¬ 
tant  Flathead  area.  The  hean  crop  harvest  is  now/  in  progress,  and  v/ill  probably 
make  a  fair  crop  on  irrigated  lands  with  very  little  dry-land  acreage  for  harvest. 

Less  mention  of  grasshopners  has  b'^^en  noted  during  the  past  two  w^eeks, 
hut  web-werms  are  still  reported  hcatching  out  in  some  north-central  areas. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data 


Temperature 

Total  Prec 

ipita.tion 

Sunshine 

3  ^  Cl  i*  • 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  week.  Since  Apr.l 

Percent  of  Possibl 

Billings  . . . 

94 

4s 

O.Cl 

5.0s 

* 

Bozeman  . . . 

85 

43 

0.11 

5.94 

Cut  Bank  . 

88 

4l 

0.33 

S.78 

* 

Glasgow  . 

94 

4t} 

0.29 

4.45 

♦ 

Glendive  . 

98 

47 

0.12 

5.74 

* 

Great  Falls  . . 

94 

42 

0.C2 

4.63 

♦ 

Havre  . 

96 

46 

0.17 

4.05 

s6 

HELFHA  . 

38 

45 

T 

5.54 

79 

Kali spell  . 

88 

42 

0  .'02 

4.56 

80 

Lewistown  . 

92 

4o 

0 .19 

7.45 

* 

Ivi3.lt  8,  . 

96 

46 

0.20 

3.98 

* 

Miles  City  . 

96 

48 

T 

2.89 

76 

Missoula. . 

94 

44 

0.20 

4.99 

82 

Poplar  . 

95 

45 

0.22 

5.15 

♦ 

*No  data. 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  Week.  Ending  August  3I,  193^  -  Page  3- 

ROOSEVELT:  Cooler  weather  with  some  rains  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  county. 

Total  rainfall  at  Culbertson  .35  inch.  Farmers  harvesting  wheat,  this¬ 
tles  and  corn  for  feed  and  a  few  find  that  they  will  have  enough  feed  to  winter  a 
normal  numher  of  cattle,  hut  the  majority  must  reduce  their  herds  to  subsistence 
units.  Several  herds  will  be  sold  out  completely.  Some  cattle  will  be  moved  to 
Qut-of-state  feeding  grounds.  Cattle  market  movement  light,  but  it  is  expected 
that  more  will  go  out  in  the  next  two  weeks. 

RO SEBUL :  No  rains  during  week;  weather  cool.  Third  cutting  alfalfa  and  sugar  beets 
growing  well.  Some  winter  wheat  being  seeded,  with  the  expectations  of 
la, ter  moisture.  Livestock  movement  has  slowed  up  somewhat.  A  considerable  number 
of  both  cattle  and  sheep  will  have  to  be  moved  before  winter.  Pry  land  fa.rmers 
mostly  working  on  reservoir  and  road  projects. 

SANDERS :  Continued  clear  and  very  dry.  No  precipitation  with  exception  of  a  few 
light  local  showers.  Grain  threshing  generally  completed,  with  general 
good  yields.  Some  shriveled  grain  from  high  temperature  and  premature  ripening. 
Second  cutting  hay  harvest  conpileted  with  good  yields  under  irrigation,  poor  out¬ 
look  for  yields  of  clover  and  alfalfa  seed.  Seed  pea  harvest  completed  with  only 
fair  yields  account  of  high  temperatures  and  lo’w  moisture.  Livestock  in  very  good 
condition.  Fat  lambs  moving  to  market  well  finished.  Extrem.e  fire  hazard  in 
National  Forest.  A  number  ^^f  forest  fires  quickly  under  control. 

SHERIDAN :  Local  showers  over  county;  light  frosts  in  lo'w  areas.  Most  of  the  wheat 
has  been  harvested;  some  flax  standing  in  fiel.ds.  Corn  ripe  enough  for 
seed  in  many  fields.  Other  stands  of  fodder  are  good.  Millet  has  made  rapid 
growth  on  July  moisture.  Feed  being  gathered  is  of  lew  quality  -  about  <^0  per  cent 
thistles.  Labor  mostly  on  WA  projects. 

STILL7A4TER :  liVeather  considerably  cooler  the  past  week,  with  sugar  beets  and  alfalfa 
making  good  grov^th.  With  grasshonpers  practically  gone  and  with 
scattered  showers,  crops  such  as  sugar  beets  and  alfalfa  are  making  good  growth. 
Grass  is  making  some  growth  in  secti'^us  that  have  received  rain.  Livestock  in  fair 
condition.  Still  considerable  movement  of  stock  out  of  the  county  to  market. 

Wea.ther  conditions  will  determine  if  more  sheep  go  out  for  fall  pasture  and  winter¬ 
ing.  WPA  taking  care  of  surplus  labor. 

TETON :  Very  cool  and  no  precipitation  the  past  week.  The  rains  of  la,st  week  did 
not  seem  to  revive  any  grass  except  in  a  small  area  in  northwestern  part 
of  county  where  precipitation  was  heaviest.  Combining  of  crops  completed.  Thresh¬ 
ing  now  in  progress  in  the  irrigated  sections.  Grain  crops  are  damaged  consider¬ 
ably  due  to  the  extreme  heat  of  the  summ.er.  Yields  are  below  normal.  Rea  thresh¬ 
ing  pretty  well  along  with  very  disa.ppointing  yields.  pota,toes  seem  to  be  pretty 
fair  in  irrigated  sections.  Cattle  shipments  still  heavy  in  the  county,  especially 
of  the  smaller  herds  and  farm  herds. 

TOOLE :  V/eather  cool  and  seme  rain.  Southern  and  southe-astern  sections  of  county 

have  received  no  benefit  from  rains.  Northern  two-thirds  of  county  has  had 
gord  moisture  during  past  tv/o  weeks.  Recent  rains  will  enable  a  good  many  produc¬ 
ers  to  hold  their  stock.  A  particular  benefit  to  sheepmen  as  they  can  hold  lambs 
until  October  with  the  new  grass. 

VALLEY :  The  past  week  has  been  characterized  by  much  cooler  wea,ther  than  we  have 
had  any  time  for  the  past  IOC  days  with  a  few  local  showers  scattered 
throughout  the  county.  In  areas  where  showers  occurred  in  the  same  localities 
as  a  week  ago,  som.e  thistle  growth  started.  All  harvesting  is  completed  and  farm¬ 
ers  are  locking  for  work.  Even  though  fev.'  local  showers  were  received,  it  has  not 
helped  the  water  situation  any  and  sheepmen  are  hauling  wa,ter  to  the  stock.  Some 
hay  is  being  shipped  into  the  county  for  winter  feed.  Stock  is  mooung  to  market. 
Very  few'  as  yet  have  moved  to  winter  feed- 

WHEATLAND :  No  moisture  this  week  except  in  vicinity  of  Ha,rlowton  heavy  rain  and 
hail  fell.  Range  is  somewhat  improved  due  to  late  rains. 

WIBAUX:  Cool  y,'ea.ther  during  the  week.  In  northern  part  of  the  county  and  scattered 

parts  of  south  section  of  the  county  heavy  rains  accompanied  by  hail 
reported  during  the  week.  Rain  is  coming  too  la.te  to  help  feed  or  rauge  conditions. 
Cattle  marketing  continues  steady.  Some  fall  rye  will  be  -nlauited  if  seed  is  avail¬ 
able  . 

YELLOWSTONE  :  Cool  nights  with  warm  days.  In  irrigated  districts,  beau  harvest  in 
full  swing.  No  threshing  of  beans  as  yet,  however.  Fa.ll  plowing 
pretty  well  under  way.  Cutting  cf  third  crop  of  alfalfa  will  begin  in  some  local¬ 
ities  next  week.  In  non-irrigated  districts,  practically  all  fall  plowing  done, 
with  very  little  fall  seeding  of  wheat  due  to  la.ck  of  moisture.  No  change  in  live¬ 
stock  or  range  grass  situation. 
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The  first  part  of  the  week  v/as  rather  cool  and  showery;  the  last  part  was 
somewhat  warmer  and  mostly  fair.  Good  rains  wet  soils  to  a  depth  of  several  in»*hes 
over  many  western,  south-central,  and  northeastern  d.istricts,  hut  amounts  were  most¬ 
ly  too  light  to  be  of  much  benefit  in  the  southeastern  districts  and  much  of  the 
north-central ^ section .  What  little  frost  was  reported  occurred  mostly  outside 
the  crop-growing  areas  in  the  v^rest  and  north.  Heavy  hail  fell  in  some  of  the  south- 
centra.1  counties,  but  did  little  danage  to  crops  because  of  their  matured  condition, 
or  because  most  of  the  hail  fell  in  areas  where  little  or  no  crops  are  gro’ivn. 

While  delaying  late  harvesting  and  haying,  and  interfering  with  threshing 
progress,  the  rains  were  highly  beneficial  to  plowing  and  seeding  operations.  Less 
than  normal  seeding  of  winter  grains  has  been  done  to  da,te  in  the  State,  but  in¬ 
creased  activity  in  this  direction  is  expected  over  much  of  the  State  following 
this  week's  rains.  Practically  no  seeding  of  winter  grains  ha,s  been  done  in  many 
eastern  districts,  partly  because  of  difficulty  in  securing  seed  supplies,  but 
mostly  because  of  the  extremely  dry  condition  of  the  seed-beds.  Some  dry  seed-beds 
are  being  planted  in  the  east,  v.'here  present  conditicns  preclude  any  possibility  ^f 
immediate  germination,  and  where  good  rains  must  follow  any  germination  if  growth 
is  to  be  sustained  through  the  usua,lly  drier  months  of  October  and  November.  Early 
seedings  of  winter  wheat  and  rye  are  up  in  some-  of  the  western  and  central  districts, 
but  stands  in  many  instances  are  reported  patchy. 


Harvesting  of  grain  has  been  completed  with  the  exception  of  flax,  and  this 
crop  is  expected  to  ma,ture  safely  before  frost.  Late  hcoying  consists  mostly  of  the 
,  third  crop  of  alfalfa,  much  of  which  is  a.lready  in  the  stack.  The  third  crop  ef 
alfalfa  from  irrigated  tracts  in  the  southeast  has  generally  yielded  better  than 
previous  cuttings  because  of  more  favorable  growing  conditions  and  the  lesser  damage 
from  insects.  Sugar  beets  have  continued  to  improve  in  the  north  and  ea.st .  All 
!  fields  are  showing  signs  of  maturing,  with  harvesting  expected  to  start  in  the  Milk 
River  Valley  next  week.  Harvesting  of  beansA^nd.  peas  ha,s  been  completed  with  returns 
generally  reported  good.  Corn,  millet,  and  cane  are  being  cut.  with  a  rcumber  of 
:  eastern  fields  yielding  better  than  expected,  and  generally  ranging  from  fair  to 
good.  Some  millet  Y/ill  require  another  two  weejks  of  favorable  growing  weafher.  A 
little  seed  corn  is  being  ga.thered,  a.]. though  most  of  the  crop  w'ill  be  used  as  fadder. 
Rains  helped  potatoes.  There  are  few  good  fields  of  potatoes  outside  of  the  irriga¬ 
ted  sections. 


Ranges  continued  unchanged  except  for  some  further  greening  up  in  central 
and  northeastern  districts.  The  recent  rains  will  be  of  some  help  where  grass  is 
still  green,  but  there  is  little  prospect  for  green  fall  feed  now  in  the  southeast 
where  only  about  I5  to  2^  per  cent  of  the  normal  livestock  population  ca,n  possibly 
be  wintered  safely  with  the  present  available  supply  of  feed.  Thistles  continued  to 
make  some  additional  growth  in  the  ea.st  and  will  be  utilized  for  hay  where  they  have 
reached  sufficient  height  to  permit  cutting. 

The  condition  of  livestock  is  also  unchanged.  Movement  continues  though 
generally  in  much  decreased  volume.  Rail  movement  of  lambs  to  markets  is  expecte-d 
to  start  in  the  next  two  weeks. 


Weekl;/  Temperature  and  precipitation  Data 


Terapera.ture 

Total 

Precipitation 

Sunshine 

Station. 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  week.  Since  Anr.l 

Percent  of  Po 
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52 
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* 
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52 
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♦ 
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72 
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43 
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61 
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46 
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4o 
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45 
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♦ 
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54 
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76 
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The  Following  County  Sununar ies  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  Week  Ending  Sept.  5-  193^ 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD :  Cloudy  with  int erraittent . rains  and  electrical  storms;  light  frosts; 

days  and  nights  much  cooler.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  practically  up; 
pea  crop  heing  threshed;  range  feed  plentiful.  A  little  activity  in  the  lamb  mar¬ 
ket;  some  selling  around  ~((t  to  . 

BIG  HORN :  Light  scattered  si^owers  during  the  week,  but  not  hea.vy  enough  to  improve 
the  drouth  conditions  T/hich  have  prevailed  all  summer.  Warmer  weather 
has  cnaracterized  the  week.  Winter  wheat  farmers  are  waiting  for  maoisture  before 
seeding  their  winter  v/heat .  Some  winter  wheat  has.  however,  been  planted  in  parts 
of  the  count;/.  Tne  valley  crops  a.re  suffering  from  a  shortage  of  irrigation  water, 
especially  in  the  Little  Horn  and  part  of  the  Big  Horn  Valley.  Livestock  conditions 
remain  about  the  same  as  last  week.  Stockmen  are  hoping  for  early  rains  to  improve 
the  range  and  permit  them  to  hold  a  larger  niomber  of  their  cattle  over  the  winter. 

BL IINS :  One  light  shower  during  the  past  week.  Weather  m.oderately  cool  with  gener¬ 
ally  clear,  sunshiny  days.  Crops  on  the  irrigated  land  are  making  very 
satisfactor;/  growth.  Web  v/oims  destroying  thistles  that  are  being  put  np  for  hay. 
threshing  in  the  irrigated  section  partially  completed.  Livestock  continuing  to 
move  to  market  in  volumes.  Some  stock  shipped  to  western  part  of  the  State  during 
the  week  for  winder  feed. 

CARBON :  ■  Light  rains  reported  in  the  Belfry  area  on  Monday.  Temperatures  somewhat 
'  ■  ccoler  throughout  the  county.  Threshing  of  beans  started  in  the  Clarks 
Fork  Valley  area.  Second  cuttings  of  alfalfa  being  stacked;  light  yields  reported. 
Considerable  livestock  still  being  moved  to  market. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  R  TVER :  Third  cutting  irrigated  alf.odfa  nearl.y  a,ll  in  the  stack. 

Yields  grencrally  better  than  previous  cuttings  as  grass¬ 
hopper  dama-ge  was  veuy  slight  and  growing;  conditions  more  favorable.  Sugar  beets 
will  be  ffi.atured  bef'^re  first  Corn,  millet,  and  cane  now  being  harvested  with  fair 
to  good  yields.  Some  interest  in  dry  la,nd  areas  in  seeding  winter  wheat  and  rye, 
but  lack  of  moisture  and  no'  loc.'-'l  supply  of  seed  is  preventing  activity.  Cattle 

continue  to  move  cut  Stock-iOn  care  cutting  down  to  heifers  and  keeping  only  what 

can  be  safely  wintered  CericV'Shiy  feed  supplies  are  sufficient  to  winter  onlv  I5 
to  20  per  cent  of  rcrmel  lires'-wck  population.  Lcarnbs  will  move  to  market  in  another 
ten  days.  Most  sLieepmen  plo.rn'iiug  to  winter  a  fair  portion  of  their  holdings,  but 
will  likely  liquiaate  on  F  and  P  year  old  ewes. 

DAWS  ON :  Seasonal  throughout  the  week,  with  some  districts  getting  good  showers. 

Corn  being  cut  where  fields  justif;/,  yielding;  some  feed.  Otherwise 
operation's  praccically  at  stcand  still.  Rains  within  p.est  several  weeks  have  stimu- 
Icated"  grass  i-T.-iwth  in  some  sectiens,  giving  sheep  ca  small  amount  of  grazing.  Move¬ 
ment  of  stocm  out  of  county  continues  at  a.pproximately  a  normal  r-ate. 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  N'»  precipitation.  Ground  so  dry  that  nothing  is  growing.  Crop 

and  feed  conditions  remain  th-o  same  as  for' the  pcast  few  weeks. 

A  few  fields  of  corn  have  matured  fo.r  fodder  and  in  a  few  scattered  areas  Russian 

Thistles  o.re  being  put  up  for  hay-.'  In  most  portions  of  the  counties  no  feed- will 
be  put  up.  Tiuore  will  be  practically  no  winter  wheat  seeded  tiiis  fall  unless  condi¬ 
tions  change  :i  mmediately .  Up  to  tJrd  s  fall,  many  farmer^  b^ve  seeded  winter  wheat' 
in  the  fail  'm'eo.  though  conditions  were  dry,  but  tiiis  fall  there  is  nc  possible 
chance  f^r  a.ig  grow-th  unless  climatic  conditions  ch'-^nge  ^^re.atly.  Apprfxi  is.  t  ely  SOfo 
of  all  catt_£  j-n  Fallon  and  Curter  Counties  have  been  sold,  or  shipped  out.  All 
lambs  have  been  sold  and  delivered  a.t  prices  ranging’’  from  e.arlier  contracted  prices 
Ql  7’  "to  'J2V  ari  prices  up  to  for  spot  delivery.  Approximately  hcfo  rf  all  ewes 

in  the  two  ccanties  have  been  sold  or  shipped  out  a^t  very  greatly  reduced  prices. 

It  is  estimcited  that  within  the  next  six  weeks  a.nother  hofo  will  b'”  moved  out. 


FLATHEAD :  Showers  over  the  county  during  the  mid.dle  of  the  week.  Terapratures 

generally  low'er  and  some  areas  h.a.ve  suffered,  from  frosts,  potatoes  on 
I  irrigated  land  good.  Some  dry-land  potatoes  also  fine,  but  the  majority  of  dry- 
i  land  potatoes  are  groviing  out;  although,  should  severe  frosts  hold  off,  a  fair 

crop  m.ay  develop.  Some  se.eding  of  fall  wheat  talking  pla.c,e  .a.nd  some  early  sown  fall 
grains  are  showing. up  very  patchy.  Most  farmers  are  holding  off  seeding  for  more 
;  rains.  Threshing  is  practically  over,  except  for  oats  threshing  in- the  northern 
'  end  of  the  valley.  Livestock  condition  good. 

1  GALLATIN :  ^  Cloudy.,  witp  intermittent  showers  throughout  the  week.  Somewhat  cooler, 
j  Winter_  wheat  seeding;  still  continues.  Harvesting  cf  oats  a.nd  barley  is 

well,  under  way,  with  some  sections  in  the  count;/  having  completed  harvesting  cf 
/|  grain  crops.  There _ is  a  third  cutting  of  hay  on  same  of  the  irrigated  sections  of 
;  'the  county.  A  few  inquiries  still  coming  in  relative  to  av.ailable  hay  and  pasture 
:  in  the  county. 

GARE lELD  -  PETRCLEUM :  No  precipitation.  Grass  growing  fair  in  Petroleum  County, 

especially  aro-und  Winnett.  Crop  conditions  same  as  previous¬ 
ly  reported.  Livestock  movement  continued. 


GLAC lER :  Heavy  showers;  cool  but  no  frosts.  Heavy  dews;  no  wind.  Still  some  hay¬ 


ing  and  threshing  to  be  taken- care  of  which  has  been  delayed  by  showers 
and  dews.  Range  grass  making  good  growth  especially  amund  Cut  Bank.  South  of 
Browning,  grass  is  still  poor  as  much  less  rain  was  received  in  that  area.  South¬ 
east  and _ northwest  portions  of  county  received  the  heaviest  August  rains.  Heavy 
infestation  of  sugar  beet  web-worms  in  sane  localities,  but  are  doing  no  damage 
except  to  late  gardens.  Summerfallcw  ground  weedy.  Lambs  from  Washington  summered 
here  most  all  gone  to  slaughter.  Native  feeder  lambs  not  yet  moving.  Some  calves 
ma.rketed.  Li'vestock  in  good  condition. 


(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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HILL :  .08  inch  -precipitation  for  the  past  week.  Harvesting  completed.  No  seeding 

of  winter  wheat  to  date.  Ranges  in  poor  condition.  Late  redns  not  causing 
much  improvement.  Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Labor  situation  ojc.lanced. 

JUriTH  BAS  IN :  Some  precipitation  the  past  week.  In  general  the  growing  conditions 
for  winter  v.'heat  arc-  much  improved.  Some  winter  wheat  has  been  sown 
and  is  up.  Ranges  in  most  of  the  county  are  i'mrroving  rapidly;  grass  is  green. 

In  the  Highwood  area  north  of  Geyser  the  range  is  still  brown  witn  no  relief  from 
the  drouth  conditions  since  recent  rains  have  not  favored  that  area.  Crop  nenditions 
■unchanged.  Shipments  of  livestock  still  going  out.  A  large  percentage  of  the 
stockmen  have  shipped  in  good  shape  by  loading  them  for  market  before  the  grass  be- 
cam.e  too  snort. 

LAK5 :  About  I/3  inch  of  rain  fell  Wednesday,  scaking  up  suramerfallow,  refreshing 
pastures,  but  interferred  with  haying  and  grain  harvest.  Grain  and  second 
hay  harvest  about  com.pleted.  Third  cutting  alfalfa  started.  Livestcck  normal  ex¬ 
cept  "sleeping  sickness"  troublesome  among  horses;  not  many  deaths  up  to  this  date. 

MADISON  -  JEE  PER  soil :  Light  frosts  on  upper  Madison  d^uring  the  past  week.  General 

sncwers  have  prevailed  throughout  the  two  counties  during  the 
past  week,  resulting  in  cool  days  and  nights,  but  no  frost  damage  as  yet  in  the 
cultivated  areas.  The  rain  has  been  sufficient  in  some  ,a.r6a.s  to  be  of  help  to  the 
fall  p.asture  and  range,  but  has  interfered  math  haying  and  harves'c  operations. 

Most  of  the  seed  crop  of  Astragalis  Rubyi  has  been  cut  and  is  in  the  sw.ath  or  shock. 
Kay  is  still  being  offered  for  sp-le  at  $lo.00  to  $12. CO  per  ton.  Little  or  no  in¬ 
quiry  for  hay  and  range  during  the  past  week  has  come  from  outside  stockmen.  Live¬ 
stock  conditions  are  generally  fa.vorable  throughout  the  counties. 

MISSOULA :  Cloudy  and  rainy  all  week.  Several  good  showers  during  week.  About  one- 

half  inch  precipitation.  Rain  h.as  delayed  both  haying  and  threshing. 

About  35^  of  threshing  corrpleted.  Some  third  crop  hay  yet  to  be  cut.  Sugar  beet 
crop  benefitted  by  rains.  Eall  plO’wing  starting.  Seeding  of  winter  whe^t  on  fallow 
land  is  sta,rting.  Rain  will  improve  all  pastures.  Lives-fcock  in  good  condition. 

Some  s^orplus  hay  for  sale  in  the  county. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  V A.LLEY :  Hard  local  showers  reported  in  several  localities, 

reacning  almost  cl.oudburst  proportions.  Conditions 
for  winter  wheat  seeding  somewhat  im-®roved.  No  change  in  livestock  situation. 

PARK :  Showers  have  been  received  in  most  parts  of  the  county  this  week.  Rain  has 
slovvred  up  the  harvesting  nf  grain  and  the  second  cutting  of  hay.  Harvesting 
of  grain  is  approximately  75  cent  completed  in  the  county.  The  stacking  ef  the 
second  cutting  of  hay  is  v/ell  uni  er  way.  The  yields  of  grain  and  hay  are  far  below 
normal.  Combining  is  progressing  rather  slowly  because  'if  the  rains.  Livestock  are 
in  fair  condition.  Eall  rains  are  improving  the  fa.ll  pasture  to  a  certain  extent 
in  some  localities. 

PHILLIPS  :  No  precipitation  .and  moderately  cool  weahher.  ?ftieat  yields  under  irriga¬ 
tion  generally  disappointing,  averaging  about  75^  of  normal.  Eeed  grains 
and  corn  fair  to  good.  Sugar  beets  making  satisfactory  growth.  Stands  indicate 
about  a  10-touaverage  left  for  harvest.  Condition  of  livestock  ranging  from  poor 
to  gnod.  Approxi  ately  kcfo  of  stock  shipped  either  to  pasture  or  to  ma.rket.  39'^^ 
ewe  lambs  shipped  out  to  pasture  under  drouth  ra.tes  this  week. 

PONDERA :  Shock  threshing  delayed  by  radns ;  all  straw  being  core  erved  for  feed  re¬ 
serves.  Approximately  SO^o  of  the  harvest  is  completed,  v;ith  yields  on  dry 
land  varying  grea.tly  in  the  same  communities  from  nothing  to  seven  or  eight  bushels, 
in  the  extreme  western  end  of  the  co-unty.  Some  oats  and  barley  on  a  few  irrigated 
farms  yet  uncut  due  to  green  stage.  It  ap-oears  that  more  feed  crops  will  be  avail¬ 
able  than  first  anticipated  due  to  liquida-tion  of  cattle  caused  by  the  high  cost 
of  feed.  Bee-t  tops  are  selling  from  $6.0C  to  $S.0C  per  acre,  depending  upon  the 
stand.  Practica.lly  all  bee-t  tops  have  been  purchasevd  or  contracted  for  by  this  time. 

Condition  of  native  pastures  considerably  improved  since  the  rains, 
especially  in  the  western  portion  of  the  county  and  around  the  edges  of  the  county. 
Some  livestock  moving  into  the  county  to  be  wintered  from  Chouteau  Co-unty,  and 
additional  requests  received  from  about  ,75  farmers  in  drouth  counties.  No  particular 
forced  liquidation  at  the  present  time,  except  tuose  involved  in  credit  relation¬ 
ships  and  v/here  the  cost  nf  feed  v/ill  exceed  the  $12  .00  limit  on  hay. 

PRAIRIE :  Weather  has  been  worm,  although  the  nights  v^rere  quite  cml.  No  precipita¬ 
tion.  No  crops  to.  harvest.  Thistles  not  making  much  growth.  Some  farm¬ 
ers  are  disking  them  out  to.  put  up  far  hay,  as  they  are  too  s.uort  for  mov/ing.  Ship¬ 
ments  of  lives-tock  have  tapered  off  somewhat .  this  past  week  although  it  is  expected 
that  shipping  will  be  resumed  in  the  near  future. 

RICHLAND :  Pair  weather  throughout  the  w'eek  with  only  slight .  precipi  tation  in 

scattered  portions  of  the  county.  Harvesting  of  corn  in  both  dry-land 
and  irrigated  sections  in  full  swing.  Beet  crop  doing  very  well  and  it  is  expected 
that  ^0 nsidercC.ble  of  the  loss  that  occurred  from  beetles  and  grasshoopers  early  in 
the  season  will  be  largely  overcome  by  the  prevailing  good  weather  conditions.  A 
mimber  of  sheepmen  from  outside  points  coming  in  to  buy  feed  .in  the  valley  for  ' 
wintering  their  livestock.  Cattle  continuing  to  move  to  market  and  it  is  expected 
that  quite  large  numbers  of  cattle  v.-ill  be  shi-nped  during  the  next  two  weeks. 

ROOSEVELTy  Cooler  weo.ther  but  dry.  Small  gra.in  harvest  completed  and  corn  cutting 
under  way.  Some  seed  corn  being  harvested.  Ranges  in  east  end  of 
county  improved.  More  cattle  moving  to  ma.rket. 

(Continued  on  Page  3O 
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EO SEBUD :  Temperatures  somewhat  higher  during  week.  No  precipitation.  Sugar  heets 
made  good  growth.  Second  cutting  of  early  planted  sudan,  sorghum  and 
millet  harvesting  under  way  during  week.  Late  pl.anted  millet  malcing  fair  growth, 
and  will  make  some  feed  if  frost  hclds  off  another  two  or  three  weeks.  Some  corn 
that  survived  insects,  pests,  ripening  up  in  good  shape.  IJc  improvement  in  viinter 
feed  situation.  Little  prospect  for  green  fall  feed.  Cattle  m.oved  out  of  the  south 
country  in  larger  volume  during  week.  Sheep  remaining  in  county  in  fairly  good 
condition.  Some  old  ewes  for  sale. 

SAILDERS  :  Cloudy  and  cool  with  occasional  light  rains.  Grain  harvest  completed. 

Second  cutting  "if  hay  in  stack.  Harvesting  of  clover  and  alfalfa  seed  in 
progress  with  apparent  low  yields.  Summer  fallow  generally  too  dry  for  germination 
of  fall  seeling.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Some  shipments  of  grass  fat  and 
feeder  cattle  going  to  market. 

SHEET  DAN :  V/eather  has  "been  hot  for  the  season;  will  assist  in  ripening  corn  and 

flax  before  frosts.  Farmers  are  still  gathering  thistle  and  stubhle  for 
hay.  All  seed  that  can  be  picked  up  is  also  being  saved.  Some  corn  is  producing 
seed  and  will  provide  an  important  source  of  income  for  next  spring.  Some  disease 
of  livestock  reported.  In  a  few  isolated  cases  the  animals  have  drooped  dead  in  a 
few  hours.  Cases  have  been  reported  to  State  Veterinarian.  Grasshopper  rs  and 
cutworm  moths  laying  eggs;  also  some  sugar  beet  web  vrorm  moths. 

STILCYfATSE:  Cool  the  greater  part  of  the  week.  Two  showers,  totalling  .  S2  inch 

moisture,  at  CoLombus;  considerable  hail  Thursday  night  in  Elalierty 
Flat , section .  Cool  weather  generally  favorable  for  alfalfa  and  beet  growth.  Small 
grains,  such  as  bea.ns  and  peas,  being  harvested.  Eain  v/hich  fell  Friday  should 
benefit  range  to  limited  extent  in  those  areas  receiving  it.  Livestock  in  fair 
condition.  Stock  still  going  out  of  county  but  marketing  lighter  than  for  past  six 
weeks.  Outside  hay  could  be  moved  into  county  at  a  $15.00  figure,  but  with  present 
asking  price  of  .$17.00  and  $18.  >j  there  is  little  demand  for  liay  and  most  stockmen 
will  ship. 

SWEET  GRASS  :  V/eather  ha,s  been  partially  cloudy  and  cooler  for  the  past  week,  with 
scattered  showers.  Tlireshing  is  completed  and  iiaying  is  nearing 
completion.  Sheep  are  beginning  to  move  from  the  range,  and  are  in  just  fair  condi¬ 
tion.  Livestock  marketing  of  all  cla.sses  continues.  Insect  infestation  still  ser¬ 
ious  in  spots,  but  as  a  whole  has,  disappeared. 

TOOLE :  Light  rains  over  northern  two-thirds  of  county  this  week.  Southern  one- 

third  dry.  Practically  all  crops  have  been  harvested.  Many  fields  infested 
with  webworms  during  the  p:ist  Y:eek,  in  many  cases  taking  thistles  before  they  can 
be  put  up  for  feed.  Rains  have  materially  helped  grasses  in  northern  section. 

Some  movement  of  livestock  during  past  week  and  this  is  expected  to  increase  from 
new  on.  Producers  will  sell  dcif/n  to  feed  sunnlies,  hay  a.nd  feed  being  considered 
too  high  to  ma.ke  wintering  profitable. 

VALLEY :  No  moisture  the  pcast  week.  Considerably  hotter  than  the  week  previous. 

A  little  third-cutting  of  alfalfa  scattered  over  the  irrigated  portion  of 
the  coimty.  No  fall  work  being  done  in  the  fields  due  to  the  dry  condition  of  the 
soil.  The  amount  of  moisture  that  fell  a  week  age  is  of  no  benefit  in  assisting 
the  fall  field  work.  Livestock  shipments  are  increasing  every  v/eek. 

WHEATLAND :  Weather  cooler  this  week  with  considerable  rain  generally  over  the  county. 

Good  rain  in  ea^stern  part  of  county  last  of  week.  Grass  in  county  is 
fairly  good  due  to  recent  rains.  Range  conditions  improved.  Some  cattle  shipments 
reported. 

WIBAUX :  Warm  we.ather  d'oring  the  Y/eek.  Sca.ttered  snowers  in  county.  Considerable 

cp^ttle  losses  in  county  from  cocklebur  and  cherry  poisoning.  Stockmen  claim 
hay  prices  too  high  in  proportion  to  value  of  stock,  therefore  cattle  v/ill  be  sold 
instead  of  buying  hay.  All  thistles  available  a.re  being  put  up.  Thistles  and  con¬ 
centrates  will  be  the  main  ration  for  livestock. 

YELLOWSTONE :  Quite  warm  first  part  of  week;  cool  nights.  Rain  Thursday  and  Friday 
nights.  precipitation  .10  inch.  Practically  all  beans  harvested  and 
stacked,  but  threshing  not  started  yet.  Third  cutting  of  alfalfa  will  start  next 
week.  Farmers  busy  with  fall  plowing  and  irrigating  of  beets.  ^ No  change  in  live¬ 
stock  condition. 

SK  54s  * 
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The  first  part  of  the  week  ending  September  15th  was  warm  and  dry,  and  the 
Ipst  part  was  cool  and  showery.  The  showers  were  too  light  to  relieve  the  extreme¬ 
ly  dry  conditions  in  the  southeast,  but  in  other  sections  were  of  considerable  bene¬ 
fit  to  ranges  and  pastures,  beets,  potatoes,  and  late  growing  feed  crops.  Snow 
appeared  cn  many  of  the  higher  ranges,  and  frost  occurred  locally  and  was  slightly 
damaging  to  tender  stuff  in  the  western  districts. 

Fall  irrigation  continued,  and  plowing  progressed  except  in  the  dry  non- 
irrigated  eastern  districts.  Inproved  soil  conditiens  as  a  result  of  recent  rains 
increased  seeding  operations,  although  a  scarcity  of  good  winter  grain  seed  hindered 
in  general,  and  lack  of  moisture  for  germination  held  back  operations  in  the  dryland 
fields  in  the  east.  Haying  continued  in  the  few  scattered  localities  where  a  little 
wild  hay  and  the  third  crop  of  alfalfa  remained.  There  was  some  cutting  of  Russian 
thistles  for  hay  in  the  east.  Late  threshing  of  grain  and  beans  progressed.  A 
little  seeding  of  crested  wheat  grass  was  reported. 

Late  growing  crops  have  advanced  toward  ma.turity  with  negligible  damage  from 
frosts  so  far  this  season.  Cutting  of  l.ate  forp.ge  crops  on  irrigated  lands  is  under 
way.  The  cooler  wea.thcr  has  in-i’rea.sod  the  sugn,r  content  of  sug.ar  beets.  Early 
tests  of  the  crop  in  the  north,  where  pulling  will  be  started  onthc  1 7th,  have  shown 
a  sugar  content  slightly  under  average.  The  general  outlook  for  the  sugar  beet 
crop,  however,  is  one  equal  to  or  even  better  than  last  year.  Pulling  of  the  beet 
crop  in  other  districts  will  start  from  ten  days  to  two  weeks  later.  A  good  yield 
of  potatoes  on  irrigated  lards  is  indicated.  Digging  was  started  in  a  fev/  early 
fields,  but  frosts  are  needed  to  reduce  the  vines,  potatoes  have  improved  to  a 
fair  crop  prospect  in  the  northeast,  where  a  month  ago  conditiens  indicated  little 
or  no  yield.  Rains  ha,ve  helped  the  germination  of  winter  wheat  and  rye  in  the  west 
and  north,  with  the  result  that  the  crop  is  reported  coming  up 'to  a  better  stand. 
Present  conditions  over  much  of  the  Sta.te  should  give  the  winter  grain  crop  a  better 
start  than  it  had  la,st  year.  Rains  are  badly  needed,  nov/ever,  for  the  ea,stern  sec¬ 
tion.  Apples  are  maturing,  but  the  crop  is  light.  Much  damage  was  done  to  apples 
in  the  Bitterroot  Valley  by  summer  hadlstorms. 

Ranges  and  pastures  showed  slight  improvement  in  the  west,  and  west  of  the 
Divide  are  reported  normal  for  this  time  of  the  season.  They  are  still  poor  in  the 
east.  Grass  continues  green  and  growing  a  little  in  some  central  and  northeastern 
districts,  with  some  second  growth  now  curing  and  offering  a  little  winter  feed  in 
Glacier  County. 

Livestock  have  maintained  about  the  same  condition  as  the  last  several  weeks. 
Calves  are  showing  the  effect  of  lack  of  sufficient  feed  in  some  drouth  areas,  and 
some  lambs  ha.ve  been  rejected  by  buyers  because  of  failure  to  put  on  sufficient 
v/eight.  Movement  of  livestock  has  slov.fed  up  or  stopped  in  most  of  the  drouth  area, 
inasmuch  as  the  bulk  of  the  livestock  v.uth  the  exception  of  the  lambs  and  ev;es  held 
for  fall  delivery  has  been  disposed  of.  Sheep  and  cattle  are  moving  off  the  higher 
ranges. 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data 


Temperature 

Total 

Precipitation 

Sunshine 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  Week.  Since  Apr.  1 

Percent  of  Possible 

Billings  . 

.  S3 

3S 

0.32 

5 . 66 

4: 

Bozeman  . 

.  82 

27 

0.12 

6.46 

4: 

Cut  Bank  . 

.  72 

22 

0.07 

9-09 

4 

Glasgow  . 

.  84 

36 

0.00 

4.88 

* 

Glendive  . 

.  9p 

4l 

0.37 

6.11 

* 

. 

.  84 

35 

0.23 

5-32 

Havre  . 

.  86 

36 

0.04 

4.15  ■ 

80 

HELENA  . 

.  81 

31 

0.18 

6.18 

66 

Kalispell  . 

.  .  .  ..  76 

34 

0.11 

5.3s 

62 

Lewistown  . 

.  S3 

31 

0.01 

7.67 

4: 

Malta  . 

.  S5 

32 

0.03 

4.06 

* 

Miles  City  . 

.  92 

42 

0.20 

3. 18 

68 

Missoula  . 

.  7S 

34 

0.17 

b.Ol 

72 

Poplar  . 

.  S3 

3S 

0.00 

5. 81 

4 

*No  data. 


W.  E-  Maughan,  V/eather  Bureau, 

Series  -  193^  -  Ho.  24.  Jay  G-  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 
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The  r9ll<i)wing  Coiinty  Summaries  of  Croa  Conditions  for  the  Week  Ending  Sept.12,1936 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C>  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD:  A  few  scattered  showers  sf  short  duration  were  received  during  the 
“  week;  nights  were  gaoler  and  days  somewhat  warmer  than  last  week. 

Threshing  well^unde^U,way seQgnd  crop  of  hay  up,  with  exception  of  some  wild  hay 
sections.  Little  activity  in"lamb  market;  few  feeder  buyers  here. 

BLAINE :  Harvesting  of  small  grains  in  the  irrigated  valley  is  practically  completed; 

some  threshing  being  done  with  fair  yields  reported.  Sugar  beets  making 
rapid  growth.  Indications  are  that  yields  will  be  equal  to  or  better  than  last  year. 
Third  cutting  cf  alfalfa  now  under  way,  with  very  satisfactory  yields  repsrted- 
Web  worms  haved'done  some  damage  to  sugar  beets.  Livestock  continues  to  move  to  mar¬ 
ket  in  large  mimbers.  Both  sheep  and  cattle  have  been  shipped  during  the  past  week 
to  other  areas  to  be  wintered.  Farmers  are  continuing  to  put  up  Russian  thistles 
for  winter  roughage.  Web  worms  are  now  doing  damage  in  the  north  end  of  the  county. 

BID  HOENr  CeP.eral  growing  conditions  have  been  fair,  especially  v/here  an  ample 

supply  of  irrigation  water  has  been  applied.  Ron-irrigated  crops  are  all 
harvested.  The  third  crop  of  alfalfa  in  the  valley  is  being  cut  and  stacked. 

Late  beans  are  harvested  and  preparations  are  being  made  for  the  sugar  beet  harvest 
which  will  prehably  start  about  the  last  week  in  September.  The  beet  crop  is  show¬ 
ing  unusual  improvement  during  the  last  few  weeks.  Livestock  is  in  about  the  same 
c«nditioa  as  it  has  been  for  a  number  of  weeks.  A  large  number  of  cattle  are  being 
shipped  during  past  week,  chiefly  to  the  eastern  markets.  More  moisture  is  needed 
to  improve  the  seeding  ground  for  winter  wheat. 

Carbon :  Temperat-ure  cooler  for  the  past  week,  with  one  or  two  fairly  warm  days. 

Very  heavy  rai^s  reported  in  the  western  and  southern  section  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  Thursday  and  Friday.  Many  bridges  were  washed  out  and  water  wa,s  over  the  high¬ 
ways  in  many  places.  The  rain  came  in  a  manner  of  a  down-pour  and.  for  this  reason 
c-niy  a  small  amount  of  molstLire  was  absorbed.  Threshing  of  beans  in  progress;  beans 
an-:  yielding  fair  but  not  grading  a.s  well  as  formerly.  Some  second  cutting  of  hay 
.hn  been  harvested.  Corn  nov;  being  hCiTvested.  Heavy  runs  pf  cattle  were  moved  to 
ma cket  this  week. 

CHOUTEAU :  Cont inued  dry  weather  throughout  most  of  the  county,  with  the  exception 

of  a  light  shower  c^'^vering  the  north  3/^  of  the  county  and  a  rain  apnr^x- 
imating  2/3  inch  whieh  covered  the  Highwcod  area  on  Saturday  evening.  Recent  mois¬ 
ture  tests  indlcate’a  variety  of  suh-soil  moisture,  varying  from  no  suh-soil  mois- 
tnr^e  in  clean  summer  fallow  to  as  high  as  2^  feet,  the  better  soil  types  having 
rnc.-'e  moisture.  Fall  seeding  now  under  way,  but  fa,rmers  generally  are  delaying  this 
op'i^rati^n  awaiting  more  moisture.  Livestock  men  are  rapidly  moving  their  st«ck  to 
iiicet  feed  requirements. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Continued  cooler  weather.  Trace  ef  precipitation.  Harvest 

of  annua.1  for<age  crops  under  irrigation  practically  comple¬ 
ted  with  fairly  satisfactory  yields.  Beets  are  near  enough  maturity  to  avoid  suf¬ 
fering  from  lack  of  water.  Water  Eup"''ly  in  Tongue  River  ditch  practically  gone, 
and  being  parceled  out  to  users.  Rq  seeding  of  winter  grain  crops  in  dry  land  thus 
far.  M9re  cattle  moving  from  the  Custer  National  Forest  area:  other  regions  nearly 
cleaned  up.  Lambs  will  be  delivered  .within  the  next  week,  after  which  a  large 
volr-ine  of  older  ewes  will  be  for  sale.  Pr.,,ospects  better  for  wintering  sheep  than 
cattle  because  of  short  range  feed. 

DANIELS :  Farmers  gathering  all  feed  possible ;  many  putting  up  thistles.  A  fow 

cars  of  upland  hay  shipped  in  from  Minnesota  and  North  Dakota  at  $15'50’ 
f.o.b.  track,  ;paniels  County  points.  Livestock  still  in  fair  shape.  Steady  move¬ 
ment  to  market. 

DAWSON ;  Weather  conditions  somewhat  cooler,  with  s«me  winds  and  a  sma.ll  amount  of 
rain;  not  enough  to  do  any  good,  however.  Most  of  the  crops  are  harvested 
now,  with  a  little  late  haying  being  in  progress  now,  mostly  thistles.  Stock  move¬ 
ment  from  the  county  is  almost  at  a  standstill  how*  A  few  of  the  stockmen  are 
shipping  in  feed  or  shipping  their  cattle  to  pastures  elsewhere. 

FEROTS:  Winter  wheat  in  some  sections  being  seeded,  with  not  any  too  much  moisture 
for  se'^ding  in  any  part  of  the  county.  Sections  around  Denton,  Everson, 
and  Coffee  Cr^k,  wjiipjh,  did  .;|pt  get  in  on  the  rain  a  week  ago,  are  very  dry  for 
seeding.  Most  favorable  seeding  conditions  for  any  place  in  the  county  are  Hoosac- 
Dan-'-ers  area  and  the  section  south  and  east  of  Moore,  Most  .of  the  winter  wheat 
ha:cvosted  this  year  was  light  in  wei.^it,  and  for  that  reason  good  seed  wheat  is  not 
too  plentiful.  If  weather  conditions  permit,  seeding  of  ordinary  acreage  of  winter 
wheat,  it  is  Tikely  that  si|»me  seed  will  have  to  be  shipped  in. 

Livestock  continues  to  move  out  at  the  rate  of  1^.10  ICC  cars  a  week. 

Most  sheep  from  this  area  have  beenmoved  t3  western  part  of  the  State  f^r  finish-  . 
ing  lambs  and  for  wintering.  Some  cattle  were  alsw  moved;  however, .most  cattle 
are  going  to  market  because  they  feel  they  cannot  pay  a  high  price  for  hay  or  can¬ 
not  afford  to  bring  them  out  to  feed  and  take.'  then  hack  in  the  spring. 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  Precipitation  .48  inch  from  local  scattered  snowers.  This  preci¬ 
pitation,  however,  is  not  general  over  the  two  counties.  Growing 
conditions  remain  the  same  as  previous.  Wea.ther  cool  with  considerable  wind.  Crop 
conditions  remain  the  same  as  for  the  past  month.  There  have  been  sufficient  rains 

(Continued  on  page  2.) 
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FALLON  ~  CARTER :  -  (C-ont'd.)  in  northeastern  FalAon  C.o^anty;  to  staPt- a  little  grass, 

but  in  the  balance  of  the  territory  there  is  no  grawth. 
t'cft  '•attlemen  have  at  this  time  sold  out,  ship'ad  out,  or  made '-arrangements  for 
their  stock  for  this  winter.  Practically  all  lambs  are-gone  and  sheep' men  are  dis- 
poping  of  ewes  at  the  present  time  at  greatly- reduced  prices. 

FL>^THEAr' :  Getting  cooler,  wdth  a  fair  shower  last  week.  Some  slight  frost  effects 
-  showing  all  over  the  valley,  pastures  and  hay  fields  are  greening  up. 

A  fe-wpotat'^es  being  dug  to  supply  immediate  demand.  Main  p-'tat'o  crop  not  yet  fros¬ 
ted  down,  although  some  fields  have  suffered  about  a  5"^^  frost.  Some  fall  wheat  has 
been  seeded  follov/ing  the  rain  of  last  week.  A  few  seedings  of  Crested  wheat  grass, 
now  being  done. 

GALLAT IN :  Clear;  somewhat- cooler ;  light  local  showers.  Grain  harvest  continues  witi 
a  large  percentage,--  of  the  wheat  threshed  and  oats  and  barley  threshing 
well  under  way.  Some  third  cutting  of  alfalfa  being  cut  and  stacked.  Winter  wheat 
being  seeded  in  nearly  all  areas  although  a  few  are  holding  back  becuase  of  dry  seed 
beds.  Some  fall  plowing  being  done  on  irrigated  ground.  Some  range  lambs  sold, 
but  delivery  will  not  be  made  until  later.  Some  range  ewes  available  for  pulp  fat¬ 
tening.  ..  ...  .  . 

PT^RQLEUM  -  GARFIELD :  Total  precipitation  .39  inch. ;  will  greatly  improve  the 

winter  range  condition.  .Grop.s  completely  abandoned.  Remain¬ 
ing  livestock  in  fairly  good  condition. 

GLA.C lER :  Local  showers;  no  wind;  very  little  frost.  Harvesting  of  all  hay  and  graii 
practically  completed.  Farmers  gathering  straw,  and  other  substitutes  f^r 
hay.  N,ew  grass  is  curing  and  w'ill  furnish  some  winter  feed.  All  livestock  in  good 
''O3.dition. Native  lambs  starting  tc  market;  several  carloads  shipped  today. 

HILL :  A  trace  of  precipitation  fcr  the.. past  week.  Cooler  v/eather  has  helped  the 
■  water  supply  in  the  streams.  Ranges  are  getting  shorter.  Livestock  still 
pioving  put  to  market-  | 

JiniTH  BAS  IN :  Heavy  shower  in  the  western  end  -of  the  co-'jnty'  on  September  4.  The 

benefits  were  not,  as  great  as  they  would  have  .been-  had  the  rain  come 
more  slowly;  However,  the  general  conditions  cv&r  the  county  are  very  much  improved. 
Grass  is  green  in  most  sections,  and  winter  wheat,  which  has  already  been  seeded, 
has  come  up  in  gpod  shape.  Very  little  change  in  -crop  conditions.  Only  a  few 
s-'attered  instances  where  grain  has  not  been  threshed.  It  appears  that  winter  wheat 
will  get  a  much  better  start'- this  year  than  it  did -a"- year  ago.  The  normal  shipping 
time  fer  livestock  in  the  Judith  Basin  is  during  Atigu'st  and  September.  •  Sene  stock 
are  still  moving  to  market;  however,  the  shipments  will  be  lighter  from  now  on. 

The  Soil  Conservation  Service  is  taking  care  of  the  surplus  labor  and  farmers  who 
'are  in  need  of  work.  • 

LAKE :  -  One-fourth  inch  rainfall  last  week-end  over  most  of  the  valley.  Tempera¬ 
tures  cooler  but- no  frosts.  Threshing  in  progress.  -Some  hay  being  put  up. 
Beets  Looking  good.  Some  fall  seeding  of  wheat  started.  .Soil  conditions  dry. 
Livestock  in  good  condition.  Norn'ial  marketing. 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BRCAPYj’ATER-:  Weather  has  been  very  favorable  fcr  fall  harvesting 

and  threshing  in  both  counties.  pota.to  harvest  will 
start  soon  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County  and  a  good  yield  is  in  prospect.  Gra.in  crops 
even  on  irrigated  land  in  Lewus  &'  Clark  County  yielding  lov^er  than  anti.cipa'ted  due 
ta  poor  filling.  Livestock-  situation  generally  -oncha-nged.  Some  stock  will  likely 
be  -shipped  out  to  feed  this  coming  week  from  Lewis  &  Clamk  County;  orders-  are  going 
in  for  high  protein  concentrates  in  both  co'unties,  but  more  particularly  in  Lewis 
&  Clark. 

MISSOULA;  Warm  days  and  C'^c  1.  nights  all  week.  Excellent  fall  weather.  No  precipi¬ 
tation.  ■  Haying  pr-’ctically  completed.  Grain  harvest  prpcticall-y  com¬ 
pleted.  Threshing  '8^fo  to  completed.  Sugar  beets  sti-11  making  good  grov/th. 
Prospects  far  better  than  average  crop.  Some  potatoes  being  dug.  Fields  reported 
better  than  expected  earlier  in  the  season.  Apole  crop  is  light  and  considerable 
damage -was'  done  by'  hail  dur  ing-' the  summer.  There  is'  qjaite  a  bit  of  fall  nlovi/ing, 
and 'some  'fall  seeding  of  winter  wheat.'  Range's  --bout  normal  'for  this  time  of  the 
'year.'  Cattle  in  good  condition.  ,  -  ^ 

MUSSFhSHBLL  -  GOL]IEN  'VALLEY :  During  the  week  we  have  had  rain  in  varying  propor¬ 
tions  covering  both  counties.  Prospects  for  winter 
wheat  seeding  improving  as  a  result  of  recent  rains. _  Rains  have  brought  on  a  new 
growth  of  grasps  in  many  localities;  continued  rain  a'nd  warm  weather  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  livestock  people. 

PARK  :  Local  showers  Were  received  in  jarts  of  the  co-unty  during  the  early  part  of 
the  week.  Total  rai'nfall  in  Livingston  for  the  past  month  was  about  one  inct 
Range  is  "greening  up"  in  certain  sections  of  the  county;  some  sections  still  dry. 
Crop  harves.t  is  practically  completed.  Livestock  are.  in. good  condition. 
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PHILLIPS :  Continued  dry  weather.  Temperature  lower  out  no  frost  to  date.  Sugar 

heets  ahout  ready  to  harvest.  All  other  crons  harvested  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  few  tnird  cuttings  of  alfalfa  and  corn.  Livestock  condition  poor  to 
good.  Calves,  especially,  are  suffering  and  showing  effects  of  lack  of  feed. 

Shipments  continue  heavy. 

PONDERA:  Weather  cool  with  no  precipitation.  Crowing  conditions  good  for  sugar 

leets,  and  grass  mailing  some  growth.  Harvest  on  dry  la,nd  completed  with 
yields  all  the  way  from  nothing  to  fifteen  hushels  per  acre.  Most  crops  on  irriga¬ 
ted  land  harvested  with  yields  somewhat  lighter  than  normal.  Condition  of  livestock 
generally  fair.  Some  forced  liquidation,  hut  movement  to  market  rather  light. 

Growth  of  grass  since  recent  rains  will  relieve  feed  situation  considerably. 

PRAIRIE :  Weather  has  been  cooler.  No  precipitation.  No  crop.  Thistles  drying 

up  and  turning  brown,  gre^’tly  restricting  the  hay  production  in  the  county. 
Very  little  winter  wheat  will  he  pi, anted  as  the  ground  is  very  dry  and  seed  is  very 
scarce.  Shipping  is  expected  to  start  on  lamhs  and  ewes  in  the  near  future.  Cattle¬ 
men  are  preparing  to  cut  herds  to  the  size  of  the  available  hay  supply. 

RICHLAND :  Warm  weather  prevailed  throughout  most  of  the  week,  v^ith  slight  precipita¬ 
tion  over  portions  of  tne  county.  Harvesting  in  dry  land  area  completed. 
Prospects  for  beet  croo  good,  in  spite  of  the  sugar  beet  web-worm  and  grasshopper 
damage  done  this  spring.  Harvesting  of  beets  will  be  starting  in  about  two  weeks. 
Many  livestock  men  in  from  Miles  City  and  other  parts  of  western  Monta,na,  coming  in 
to  locate  feed  fortheir  sheep.  Cattle  still  being  moved  out  of  the  county. 

ROOSEVELT :  Cooler  weather,  but  no  frost  reported.  Corn  harvest  in  full  swing. Some 

seed  being  selected.  Pastures  Improved  over  condition  a  month  a^go . 
Potatoes  iirproved  and  farmers  who  abandoned  hope  a  month  cago  now  find  a  fair  crop 
dJeveloping.  Livestock  moving  to  market  in  orderly  manner.  Many  farmers  v/orking  on 
W.P.A.  road  building  projects. 

RO SEBUD :  No  precipitation.  Temper,aturc  nigher  during  week.  Some  winter  wheat 

being  seeded  in  expecta.tion  of  later  m.cisture.  Some  inquiry  for  fall  rye 
seed.  None  available  locally.  Third  cutting  a.lfalfa  under  irrigation  ready  to  cut. 
Increased  movement  of  cattle  to  market  during  week.  La,23bs  mostly  contracted  for 
October  delivery.  Some  old  ewes  for  sale. 

SHERIDAN :  Above  normal  temperatures;  light  general  rain.  Ha.rvest  of  corn  continues 
with  much  good  seed  corn  being  selected  from  the  fields.  Feeder  cattle 
and  calves  will  begin  to  move  to  market  shortly.  Most  ranches  ore  holding  their 
founda,tion  stock.  Farmers  report  a  plentiful  sumoly  of  roughage,  but  concentrates 
will  be  needed.  800  to  OC'O  registered  for  T/.p.A-  work.  Work  on  road  continues; 
worm  on  more  dams  will,  begin  September  l6.  Some  grasshoppers  still  present;  also 
cutworm  moths. 

STILLWATER. :  Cool  the  greater  mart  of  the  week.  No  precinitat ion  for  the  week  in 
Columbus,  but  a  few  showers  in  other  parts  of  the  county.  Late  crops 
such  a,s  sugar  beets  making  good  growth.  Some  third  cutting  of  alfalfa  being  put  up 
in  Park  City  area.  As  a  result  of  rainfall  last  v/eek,  m.any  formers  ore  seeding  or 
making  prepa.rations  to  seed  winter  whea.t .  Some  early  seeded  winter  whea.t  coning  up. 
Livestock,  generally,  in  fair  condition.  Ranges  shov/ing  seme  improvement  due  to 
recent  light  rains,  v/hich  also  caused  a  weakening  dena.nd  and  lower  loca.l  hay  prices. 

SWEET  CRASS  :  Cloudy  a,nd  cooler  for  the  week;  seme  frost  reported  in  hills.  No 

precipitation.  Haying  is  about  complete.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa 
of  good  quality  and  piling  up  more  tonnage  than  a.nticipated,  approximately  65  to  JPfe 
of  normal  cutting.  Sheep  are  coming  off  the  reserves  in.  fair  condition.  Lambs  .are 
being  marketed  and  averaging  65  to  lbs.  off  range.  Some  flocks  on  lower  ranges 
were  turned  down  by  buyers  on  account  of  lighi;  weight.  A  few  sales  of  aged  eves 
for  $1.50  to  $2.00.  -.'Both  cattle  and  sheep  are  still  going  to  market. 

TETON ;  Days  mostly  clea,r  H.nd  no  precipitation  for  the  week.  First  killing  frost 
Friday  night  of  this  week.  Harvesting  not  yet  ccnpleted  .in  the  irrigated 
sections.  Considerable  more  cattle  went  to  market  this  week  with  the  bulk  going  to 
eastern  markets. 

TOOLE:  Weather  much  cooler.  Crops  practically  harvested.  Russian  thistles  are 
extremely  bad  in  summer  fallow,  but  web  worms  are  still  taking  thistles 
at  a  good  rate.  No  other  crops  to  damage  this  late  in  the  ye.ar.  Southern  area  of 
county  has  received  no  beneficia,!  rains.  Water  getting  low.  Northern  two-thirds 
in  good  shape.  Plenty  of  water  and  new  grass  for  this  fall.  Labor  situation  plen¬ 
tiful  . 

VALLEY :  Light  local  showers  first  part  of  last  week.  Still  some  third  cutting  of 
alfalfa,,  vv'hich  is  scattered  over  the  irrig.ated  portion  of  the  county.  No 
fall  work  being  done  in  the  fields  due  to  it  being  extremely  dry.  The  moisture 
received  is  of  no  benefit  in  assisting  the  fall  field  v/ork.  Livestock  shipments  ar*- 
gaining  ea.ch  week. 


(Continued  on  Page  4.) 


Co'onty  Si-imniaries  of  Crop  Coniitions  for  Week  Ending  Sept.  12,  193^  -  Page  4. 

TTEZATLAICT  ;  Some  moisture  in  the  coimty  this  week.-  Second  cutting  of  hay  well  in 
advance;  light  crop.  L^-rnhs  and  cattle  shipped  nut  of  county  this  week 

to  market. 

WIPALSi :  No  precipitation.  Warm  weather.  Thistle  haying  in  full  swing.  Tonnage 

of  thistles  is  greater  than  was  anticipated,  therefore  more  cattle  will  he 
kept.  Hay  prices  are  still  too  high  to  buy.  Ca.ttle  are  still  in  good  condition. 
SMpping  of  sheep  will  commence  next  week. 

YELLOWSTONE :  Mostly  clear,  warm  days;  cool  nights;  scattered  Si^owers  Tuesday  and 

Wednesday  night.  Winter  wheat  seeded  genera^lly  in  nos.-irrigated  dis¬ 
tricts.  A  few  early  seeded  fields  now  showing  a  good  stand  in  northv/est  section. 
Most  seeding,  however,  in  dry  ground  with  moisture  sunply  much  below  normal.  In 
irrigated  districts,  bean  threshing  general,  with  first  yields  reported  better  than 
expected.  Beets  in  good  condition.  Faumers  are  cutting  third  crop  alfalfa,  which 
is  turning  out  much  better  than  usual  third  crops.  Not  much  change  in  livestock 
situation.  Range  grass  showing  a  little  growth  in  some  districts,  but  winter  feed 
situation  still  remains  the  same. 

MALISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Several  local  showers  occurred  in  the  ccanties  and  especially 

insouthern  Madison,  County  during  the  forepart  of  the  week. 

The  1  ast  half  of  the  week  has  been  fair,  with  warm  days  and  cool  nights.  There 
has  been  a  trace  of  frost  in  several  places,  tut  not  serious  enough  to  kill  growing 
plants.  Crop  conditions  continued  very  favorable  throughout  the  week.  Although 
soaking  rains  are  badly  needed  in  the  winter  v/heat  areas,'  seme  of  the  early  planted 
grain  has  started  to  grow.  The  past  three  warm  days  have  greatly  helped  the  ripen’” 
ing  of  late  grains  and  aided  v/ith  haying  and  threshing.  There  has  been  some  growth 
of  fa.ll  grass.  Large  numbers  of  grasshoppers  ha.ve  be'en  reported  to  be  laying  eggs 
in  alfalfa  fields  in  at  lea-st  one  foothill  area.  Generally  the  livestock  condition 
is  favorable  throughout  both  co''unties,  with  the  fall  growth  of  grass  partially 
overcoming  the  damage  to  the  range  caused  by  grasshoppers  in  some  districts  earlier 
in  the  season. 


Helena,  Montane., 
September  l6 ,  193^- 
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VFEATMER  AND  CROP  CONDITIOrPS  IN  MONTANA 

For  the  Week  Ecdirig  Tuesday,  Septercber  22,  1936. 


Issued  foinity  by  iho  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Esiimafos  and  tho  Weather  DurecLit, 
Cfticss:  fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  fdcntana. 


The  week  ending  September  22nd  was  marked  by  clear  skies  and  a  wide  range 
of  temperatures  varying  from  freezing,  with  killing  fr'^sts  over  all  except  the 
southeastern  portion  of  the  State  during  the  first  few  days  of  the  week,  to  record- 
breaking  high  temperatures  at  many  points  during  the  closing  days. 

The  killing  frosts  which  arrived  at  about  norma.l  dates  in  the  western  two- 
thirds  and  extreme  northeastern  portion  of  the  State  over  the  period  of  the  15th  to 
17th  have  ended  the  growing  season  for  most  crops.  Harvests  of  such  crops  as  nota- 
toes,  beans  and  third  crops  of  alfalfa  are  now  under  way,  and  farmers  are  preparing 
for  harvests  of  such  crops  as  sugar  beets  and  arples.  Soil  moisture  conditions  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  discouraging,  especially  in  some  eastern  portions  of  the  State  that 
have  been  missed  entirely  by  September  rains.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat  and  rye,  on 
the  other  hand,  has  continued  with  growers  hoping  for  the  fall  rains  that  will  be 
necessary  for  germination  and  fall  growth  of  these  grains. 

Pastures  and  range  feed  have  been  freshened  a  little  in  scattered  localities 
in  the  western  half  of  the  State,  but  on  the  whole  are  the  poorest  for  this  season 
of  the  year  that  Montana  stockmen  have  experienced.  Livestock  marketings  have 
continued  along  the  line  of  balancing  number  as  against  short  winter  feed  supplies 
and  high  prices  of  hay  and  other  feeds.  The  weather  has  been  favorable  in  helping 
stockmen  make  an  orderly  movement  of  stock  to  market  and  market  nrices  have  shown 
more  firmness  than  was  hoped  for  earlier.  This  is  quite  noticeable  in  case  of  old 
ewes,  prices  of  which  have  been  better  than  indicated  before  the  fall  sheep  movement 
started.  However,  there  are  still  large  numbers  of  sheep  to  come  in  from  the  summer 
feeding  areas . 


Weekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  lata 


_ Temperature  Total  Precipitation  Sunshine 

Highest  Lowest  This  Y/eek.  Since  Apr .  1 .  Percent  of  Possible 


Billings  .  S9  32  0  5-6*0  * 

Bozeman  .  SP  27  0  6.46  * 

Cut  Bank  .  g4  2S  0  9.O9  * 

Glasgow  .  95  24  0  4.8S  * 

Glendive  .  92  32  0  6.11  * 

Great  Palls  .  89  28  0  5-32  * 

Havre  .  9^  26  0  4.15  S8 

HELENA  .  87  29  0  6.18  93 

Kali  spell  .  86  28  0  5 -36  76 

Lewistown  .  88  23  2  7-67  * 

Malta  .  93  26  0  4.C6  * 

Miles  City  .  92  36  0  3  • 

Missoula  .  92  30  4  6.02  82 

Poplar  . . 92^ _ 27 _ 0 _ 5  ■  _ 

*No  data. 

W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Series  I936,  No.  25.  Jay  G-  liamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 

Helena,  Montana,  Estimates. 

September  23.  1936- 


The  T'rtll'^wing  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  Week  Ending  Sept.  19,1936, 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD :  Heavy  rains  throughout  Beaverhead  Valley  first  part  of  week;  snow  in 
mountains;  light  skiff  of  snow  in  some  lower  sections  of  the  county; 
nights  colder  with  heavy  frosts;  Thursday  and  Friday  warmer.  Wind  and  rain  inter¬ 
rupted  threshing  in  the  Dillon  area.  Prohahly  a  small  lass  of  potatoes  due  to  heavy 
frosts;  potatoes  being  dug.  Several  shipments  of  lambs  made;  few  feeder  lamb  buyers 
still  here;  most  lambs  contracted.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

BPS  HORN :  Weather  conditions  remain  dry  and  warm  and  no  precipitation.  Killing 

frosts  occurred  two  nights  during  the  early  part  of  the  week.  Third  cut¬ 
ting  of  alfalfa  nearly  all  in  stack.  Beet  harvest  to  begin  in  a  week  or  ten  days. 
Livestock  going  to  market  by  increasing  numbers  as  stockmen  are  giving  up  hope  of 
fall  rains  and  new  grass.  Feed  prices  too  high  for  extensive  feeding. 

BLAIME :  No  precinitation.  Clear,  sunshiny  days  prevailed  most  of  the  week,  and  a 
very  heavy  frost  Wednesday  night  completely  damaged  all  gardens  in  the 
county.  Threshing  in  the  irrigated  district  is  well  under  way.  The  beet  harvest 
started  on  Thursday.  It  is  expected  that  the  Sugar  Mill  will  begin  slicing  on  Mon¬ 
day.  Third  cutting  of  alfalfa  about  completed  with  very  good  yields  reported. 
Livestock  still  continues  to  move  to  market  in  large  volume,  also  considerable  stock 
shipped  out  to  other  areas  for  wintering  purposes. 

CASCADE:  Slight  precipitation  Sunday  of  last  week  did  some  good  to  range  grasses, 

but  was  insufficient'  to  be  of  any  value  to  winter  wheat.  A  shower  the 
forepart  of  last  week,  which  covered  a  part  of  the  Fife  area,  supplied  enough  mois¬ 
ture  to  sprout  the  winter  wheat  in  that  section.  Most  of  the  farmers  have  completed 
winter  wheat  seeding,  which  came  up  in  good  shape,  but  additional  rain  will  be  nec¬ 
essary  to  insure  survival  throughout  the  v/inter.  Harvesting  of  potatoes  and  sugar 
beets  is  well  under  way,  with  good  yields  reported. 

Livestock  are  moving  to  market  rapidly,  and  numbers  are  nearly  down  to  the 
point  where  the  feed  supplies  will  be  adequate.  Very  few  cattle  are  being  shipped 
to  outside  points  for  feeding  with  the  expectation  that  they  will  be  returned  in  the 
spring;  likewise,  very  little  coarse  feed  such  as  hay  and  other  roughage  is  being 
shipped  into  the  coimty  thus  far. 

CHOUTEAU:  The  slow  drizzle  of  rain  Sunday  did  not  improve  general  conditions  of 

soil  for  fall  seedirg  .  Light  frosts  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings. 
Most  farmers  are  delaying  fall  seeding  operations,  hoping  for  additional  moisture 
for  germination.  Farmers  and  stockmen  in  general  have  reduced  their  livestock  down 
to  foundation  stock  or  milk  cows.  Feed  supplies  are  not  adequate  for  the  remaining 
stock.  Considerable  shipping  will  be  necressary  this  fall. 

CUSTER  &  F0W7ER  RI''/ER :  Continued  decline  in  temperature,  but  no  frost.  Harvest  of 

vegetable  and  forage  crops  under  irrigation  being  rapidly 
completed  to  avoid  frost  damage.  Sugar  beet  digging  will  not  begin  for  10  days  or 
more.  A  few  showers  were  favorable  to  further  thistle  grov/th  on  dry  land,  where 
thistles  are  being  cut  for  feed.  The  sunply  will  be  very  short.  The  la.st  of  the 
cattle  are  moving  now.  Recent  showers  have  been  too  light  to  start  grass,  and  stock 
on  the  trail  are  being  fed  shinped-in  hay.  Horses  are  showing  the  effects  of  short 
range  feed.  Lambs  are  being  delivered  and  are  weighing  light.  Very  fev/  six, 'try  round 
lambs.  Sheepmen  offering  five  and  six  year  old  ewes  for  sale,  but  demand  is  poor. 

DANIELS:  No  precipitatien.  Frost  last  three  nights.  Farmers  harvesting  thistle 

hay  now  that  grain  harvesting  is  completed.  Many  ranchers  snipping  live¬ 
stock  to  market-.  Larger  stockmen  shioping  in  hay  and  concentrates. 

DAWSON :  Rain  early  in  the  week  over  portion  of  county,  and  frost  during  this  period 
destroyed  many  of  the  tender  garden  plants  remaining.  No  field, work  going 
on.  Shipment  of  stock  has  increased  considerably,  with  several  hundred  cattle  mov¬ 
ing;  out  during  the  week.  Growers  have  about  made  decisions  on  numbers  to  be  carried 
and  balance  of  month  will  see  bulk  of  drouth  movement.  Many  scattered  growers  have 
sufficient  feed  to  hold  all  but  normal  marketings.  Conditi  n  of  stock  usually  good. 
Sheep  have  not -started  moving,  but  v/ill  begin  in  the  near  future. 

FLATHEAD :  Killing  frosts  Weinesday  and  Thursday  nights.  No  precipitation.  Third 
cutting  of'  alfalfa  hay  now  being  put  in.  Potato  vines  all  frozen  down. 
Some  fall  plowing  and  fall  soil  preparation  being  done.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat 
pregressing  slov/ly..  Many  waiting  for  more  rain.  Pastures  and  ranges  greening  up 
a  little  from  the  last  rain.  Livestock  condition  good. 

GALL  AT  IN :  Frost  forepart  sf  v;eek.  Higher  temperatures  latter  part  of  v;eek.  No 
precipitation.  Seeding  fall  grain  continues  and  some  of  the  earlier 
planted  fields  are  showing  fair  germination.  Fall  plowing  continues.  Water  being 
turned  in  some  of  the  irrigation  ditches,  which  have  be'eri  dry  most  of  the  season. 
Cattle  now  being  shipped  in  for  the  winter  from  eastern  part  of  State. 

GARFIELJ  -  PETROLEUM :  No  precipitation.  General  growing  conditions  fair.  Crop 

conditions  same  as  previously  reported.  Livestock  movement 
continuing  to  market  and  to  feed. 


(Continued  on  Page  2. 


The  T’rtll'^wing  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  Week  Ending  Sept.  19,19361 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD :  Heavy  rains  throughout  Beaverhead  Valley  first  part  of  week;  snow  in 
mountains;  light  skiff  of  snow  in  some  lower  sections  of  the  county; 
nights  colder  with  heavy  frosts;  Thursday  and  Friday  warmer.  Wind  and  rain  inter¬ 
rupted  threshing  in  the  Dillon  area.  Prohahly  a  small  less  of  potatoes  due  to  heavy 
fr'“Bts;  potatoes  being  dug.  Several  shipments  of  lambs  made;  few  feeder  lamb  buyers 
still  here;  most  lambs  contracted.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

BI'Q-  HOM:  Weather  conditions  remain  dry  and  warm  and  no  precipitation.  Killing 

frosts  occurred  two  nights  during  the  early  part  of  the  week.  Third  cut¬ 
ting  of  alfalfa  nearly  all  in  stack.  Beet  harvest  to  begin  in  a  week  or  ten  days. 
Livestock  going  to  market  by  increasing  numbers  as  stockmen  are  giving  up  hope  of 
fall  rains  and  new  grass.  Feed  prices  too  high  for  extensive  feeding. 

BLAIKE :  No  precinitation.  Clear,  sunshiny  days  prevailed  most  of  the  week,  and  a 
very  heavy  frost  Wednesday  night  completely  damaged  all  gardens  in  the 
county.  Threshing  in  the  irrigated  district  is  well  under  way.  The  beet  harvest 
started  on  Thursday.  It  is  expected  that  the  Sugar  Mill  will  begin  slicing  on  Mon¬ 
day.  Third  cutting  of  alfalfa  about  completed  with  very  good  yields  reported. 
Livestock  still  continues  to  move  to  market  in  large  volume,  also  considerable  stock 
shipped  out  to  other  areas  for  wintering  purposes. 

CASCADE :  Slight  precipitation  Sunday  of  last  week  did  some  good  to  range  grasses, 

but  was  insufficient’  to  be  of  any  value  to  winter  wheat.  A  shower  the 
forepart  of  last  week,  which  covered  a  part  of  the  Fife  area,  supplied  enough  mois¬ 
ture  to  sprout  the  winter  wheat  in  that  section.  Most  of  the  farmers  have  completed 
winter  wheat  seeding,  which  came  up  in  good  shape,  but  additional  rain  will  be  nec¬ 
essary  to  insure  survival  throughout  the  winter.  Harvesting  of  potatoes  and  sugar 
beets  is  well  under  way,  with  good  yields  reported. 

Livestock  are  moving  to  market  rapidly,  and  numbers  are  nearly  down  to  the 
point,  where  the  feed  supplies  will  be  adequate.  Very  few  cattle  are  being  shipped 
to  outside  points  for  feeding  with  the  expectation  that  they  will  be  returned  in  the 
spring;  likewise,  very  little  coarse  feed  such  as  hay  and  other  roughage  is  being 
shipped  into  the  county  thus  far. 

CHOUTEAU:  The  slow  drizzle  of  rain  Sunday  did  not  improve  general  conditions  of 

soil  for  fall  seedirg  .  Light  frosts  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings. 
Most  farmers  are  delaying  fall  seeding  operations,  hoping  for  additional  moisture 
for  germination.  Farmers  and  stockmen  in  general  have  reduced  their  livestock  down 
to  foundation  stock  or  milk  cows.  Feed  supplies  are  not  adequate  for  the  remaining 
stock.  Considera.ble  shipping  will  be  necessary  this  fall. 

CUSTER  &  P0W7ER  RI'^/ER :  Continued  decline  in  temperature,  but  no  frost.  Harvest  of 

vegetable  and  forage  crops  under  irrigation  being  rapidly 
completed  to  avoid  frOst  dama.ge.  Sugar  beet  digging  will  not  begin  for  10  days  or 
more.  ‘  A  few  showers  were  favorable  to  further  thistle  grov/th  on  dry  land,  where 
thistles  are  being  cut  for  feed.  The  sunply  will  be  very  short.  The  last  of  the 
cattle  are  moving  now.  Recent  showers  have  been  too  light  to  start  grass,  and  stock 
on  the  trail  are  being  fed  shinped-in  hay.  Horses  are  showing  the  effects  of  short 
range  feed.  Lambs  are  being  delivered  and  are  weighing  light  •  Very  fev;  six.try  nound 
lambs.  Sheepmen  offering  five,  and  six  year  old  ewes  for  sale,  but  demand  is  poor. 

DANIELS :  No  precipitat icn.  Frost  last  three  nights.  Farmers  harvesting  thistle 

hay  now  that  grain  harvesting  is  completed.  Many  ranchers'  snipping  live¬ 
stock  to  market-.  Larger  stockmen  shipping  in  hay  and  concentrates. 

DAWSON :  Rain  early  in  the  week  over  portion  of  county,  and  frost  during  this  period 
destroyed  many  of  the  tender  garden  plants  remaining.  No  field  work  going 
on.  Shipment  of  stock  has  increased  considerably,  with  several  hundred  cattle  mov¬ 
ing;  out  during  the  week.  Growers  have  about  made  decisions  on  numbers  to  be  carried 
and  balance  of  month  will  see  bulk  of  drouth  movement.  Many  scattered  growers  have 
sufficient  feed  to  hold  all  but  normal  maxketings.  Conditi  n  of  stock  usually  good. 
Sheep  have  not  .started  moving,  but  will  Begin  in  the  near  future. 

FLATHEAD :  Killing  frosts  Wednesday  and  Thursday  nights.  No  precipitation.  Third 
cutting  of  alfalfa  hay  now  being  put  in.  Potato  vines  all  frozen  down. 
Some  fall  plowing  and  fall  soil  preparation  being  done.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat 
pr«.gre.ssing  slov/ly.  Many  waiting  for  more  rain.  Pastures  and  ranges  greening  up 
a  little  from  the  last  rain.  Livestock  condition  good. 

GALLATIN:  Frost  forepart  of  v/eek.  Higher  temperatures  latter  part  of  week.  No 
precipitation.  Seeding  fall  grain  continues  and  some  of  the  earlier 
planted  fields  are  showing  fair  germination.  Fall  plowing  continues.  Water  being 
tiirned  in  some  of  the  irrigation  ditches,  which  have  been  dry  most  of  the  season. 
Cattle  now  being  shipped  in  for  the  winter  from  eastern  part  of  State. 

GARFIELJ  -  PETROLEUM :  No  precipitation.  General  growing  conditions  fair.  Crop 

conditions  same  as  previously  reported.  Livestock  movement 
continuing  to  market  and  to  feed. 


(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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CLAC ISR :  Killing  frosts;  warm  days;  no  wind;  no  precipitation.  A  little  late  hay¬ 
ing  and  shock  threshing  now  being  done.  Summerf allow  being  worked  to  get 
rid  of  Russian  thistles.  Hea\’y  movement  of  cattle  and  sheep  to  market. 

HILL :  practically  no  moisture  during  the  past  week.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat  prac¬ 
tically  completed.  Some  winter  wheat  up  in  exceptionally  fine  shape.  Mois¬ 
ture  needed  to  continue  grov/th.  Ranges  have  improved  slightly  due  to  late  fall  rains. 
Movement  of  livestock  out  of  the  territory  continues. 


JUDITH  BAS IH :  Night  temperature  very,  low;  in  fact,  a,lmost  to  the  freezing  point  at 
times  during  the  last  week.  General  growing  conditions  fair,  but 
moisture  getting  short  again.  Most  of  the  winter  m'heat  vh  ich  has  been  planted  is  up 
and  Looking  good;  however,  the  moisture  conditions  are  becoming  serious  and  those 
who  have  not  seeded  to  date  are  waiting  for  additirnal  moisture.  Grass  condition 
on  the  range  is  considerably  improved  over  a  month  ago,  however,  the  rains 
v.'hich  occurred  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  will  not  materially  increase  the  number  of 
livestock  that  can  be  carried  through'  the  winter. 

LAKE :  Frost  hit  all  parts  of  the ' valley  Tuesday ,  killing  ootatoes,  corn,  and  garden 
vegetables.  Beet  harvest  to  start  next  week.  Seeding  being  done  generally, 
but  soil  moisture  low.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 


MADISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Heavy  rains  la.st  Sunday,  with  snow  on  higher  mountains, 

.  brought  killing  frost  which  damaged  the  more  tender  vegetation 
on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  V/ednesday '  nights .  Clear  days  have  caused  the  temperatures 
to  rise  again  and  improve  growing  conditions.  The  heavy  rain  again  delayed  harvest¬ 
ing  and  threshing  of  grain,  and  the  stacking  of  second  and  third  cuttings  of  alfalfa. 
Warm  weather  the  last  half  of  the  week  has  again  made  harvesting  conditions  almost 
ideal.  Range  condition  shows  improvement.  Livestock  conditions  remain  generally 
favorable  throughout  most  of  the  area.  A  few  cars  of  livestock  were  received  from 
the  drouth  areas  during  the  past  week.  Stockmen  are  busy  moving  or  -preparing  to 
move  from  summer  range  to  shipping  points  for  fall  pasture. 

MISSOULA:  Cold  and  stormy  first  of  week.  Small  amount  of  precipitation.  First 

general  killing  frost  middle  of  week.  Bright  and  warm  last  of  veek. 
Threshing  practically  comipleted  throughout  county.  There  is  still  some  third  crop 
alfalfa  to  be  cut.  Potato  digging  has  started.  Fair  to  good  yields  reported. 

Sugar  beet  harvest  will  start  next  week.  Upper  ranges  dry.  Bottom  pastures  making 
new  growth.  Livestock  in  fair  to  good  condition. 


l/iUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  Slight  precipitation  during  week;  killing  frosts  and 

much  cooler  weather.  Some  winter  wheat  being  seeded, 
but  acreage  far  below  normal.  R<ange  is  greening  up  considerably  since  the  rains. 

PHILLIPS  :  Continued  dry  weather.  He-avy  frost  Tuesday  night  and  low  tempera-ture  for 
the  week.  3uga.r  beet  harvest  beginning  in  Dodson  and  Wagner  areas.  All 
other  crops  h arvested,  with  the  exception  of  corn  and  third  cuttings  of  alfalfa. 
Harvesting  of  these  latter  crops  is  under  way.  Livestock  condition  poor  to  good. 
Calves  especially  are  suffering  and  showing  effects  of  lack  of  feed.  Shipments 
continue  heavy.  *  '  '  ■ 

PONDERA :  Light  precipitation  forepart  of  the  week.  Weather  cool,  with' first  kil'ling 
frost  Sunday  night.  Threshing  in  irriga.ted  districts  nearly  completed.  , 
Supply  ef  oats  and  barley  small  due  to  both  reduced  acreage  and  low  yields.  Sugar 
beet  harvest  Just  started  and  will  be  in  full  swing  next  week.  Npt  much  change  since 
last  week  in  range  conditions.  Conditions  of  livestock  fair.  Large  numbers  turned 
in  on  stubble  fields,  where  late  growth  of  Russian  thistles  is  prpducing  considerable 
feed. 


i 

f 


PARK :  A  heavy  frost  v/as  received  the  early  part  of  the  v/eek,  destroying  garden  crops 
and  in  many  cases  the  t'nird  cutting  of  alfalfa.  Harvest  practically  comple¬ 
ted.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Heavy  shipments  of  lambs  were  made  the  past  week. 
Sufficient  labor. 


PRAIRIE :  About  three-tenths  of  an  inch  precipitation  fell  on  Monday-  Light  frost 

on  the  15th.  No  crops  in  Prairie  County.  A  considerable  proportion  of  |j 
the  livestock  of  the  county  has  already  been  moved  through  regular  market  channels. 

The  regular  fall  shipments  will  probably  start  around  the  first  of  October.  ' 

RICHLAND :  .40  inch  precipi"te,tion  fell  during  the  forepart  of  week,  with  the  remain¬ 

der  of  the  week  cool  and  cloudy.  Frost  over  most  of  the  country-  during 
past  week.  Beet  farmers  preparing  for  harvest,  with  almost  normal  yields  expected. 

96  carloads  of  cattle  have  been  shipped  from  the.  co-unty  this  summer  and  fall-.,  S,  car¬ 
loads  of  hogs,  1C  carload's  of  sheep, ’’and  12  carloads  of  horses.  More  livestock  be-  | 

ing  moved  all  the  time. 

ROOSEVELT :  A  light  rain  fell  early  in  the  week.  Freezing  temperatures  that  killed  I 

all  garden  stuff  and  green  corn  were  recorded  September  16.  This  was  j 

the  first  killing  frost  of  the  season.  Little  change  in  crop  conditions.  Livestock  | 
moving  to  market  in  greater  volume  than  earlier.  i 
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SANPERS  ;  precipitation  .46  inch.  Average  maocimum  temperature  64,  minimum  3^  • 

Generally  clear,  with  warm  days  and  frosty  nights.  Killing  frosts  over 
entire  county.  Grain  threshing  completed,  with  excention  of  few  scattered  jobs.  ’  - 

Yields  normal  or  above.  Alfalfa  and  clover  seed  being  ha.rvested,  with  low  yields. 
Potatoes  being  harvested,  v/ith  general  good  yields.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 
Stock  coming  in  from  mountain  range  in  good  shape,  with  good  percentage  in  butcher 
shape  being  shipped  to  market.  Low  range  quite  short  and  dry  for  winter  feed. 

Good  supply  of  hay  and  grain  for  winter  feed. 

SHERIDAN :  Dry;  first  killing  frost;  strong  winds  resulting  in  some  soil  blowing. 

Most  corn  out  and  in  the  shock  or- stack.  The  long  frost-free  fall  has 
given  ample  time  for  saving  much  of  the  thistles  for  feed.  No  important  movement 
of  livestock  to  market  has  begun  as  yet,  but  will  start  in  four  to  six  weeks. 

Calves  in  general  v/ill  be  disposed  of. 

STILLWATER :  Clear  and  cool  greater  part  of  week,  v.uth  one  shov/er  at  Columbus. 

Erost  three  nights  of  past  week  froze  garden  produce,  potato  vines,  and 
some  third  cutting  alfalfa.  Threshing  in  irriga.ted  section  still  in  progress. 

Fair  yields  of  beans  reported.  Third  cutting  of  alfalfa  being  put  up.  Hoopers  are 
practically  all  gone.  Hay  prices  declining.  Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Recent 
rauns  have  started  gra„ss  to  some  extent.  Stock  shipments  on  decrease. 

SWEET GRASS :  Weather  conditions  have  been  cool  and  cloudy,  with  frost  and  a  freezing 
that  finished  all  nerishable  crops.  No  precipitation.  The  second  cut¬ 
ting  of  alfalfa  is  all  up.  The  frost  forced  cutting  of  all  third  crop  alfalfa  that 
v/a,s  worth  harvesting.  Livestock  is  being  marketed  normally  as  they  come  in  from 
the  range.  Some  local  buying  of  cattle,  but  mostly  being  shinped  to  market.  Lambs 
mostly  being  shipped  to  market  or  delivered  on  contracts.  A  few  instances  of  re¬ 
fusal  to  accept  on  a.ccount  of  shortage  of  weight,  but  generally  are  accepted  from 
five  to  eight  pounds  per  head  under  norno.l  weight  due  to  season.  Ready  market  for 
aged  ewes  for  feeders.  Good  local  demand  for  two  to  six  year  old  ewes  and  replace¬ 
ment  prospects. 

VALLEY :  N'^  precipitation  the  past  week.  Much  cooler  weather  and  a  killing  frost 

the  past  week.  Sugar  beet  harvest  is  to  start  within  a  few  days.  A  few 
beginning  to  harvest  potatoes  at  this  time.  No  change  in  livestock  conditions. 

Range  conditions  are  but  very  little  better  than  they  were  a  month  ago.  No  labor 
needed. 

Y/HEATLAND ;  Weather  cooler  this  w'eek.  No  moisture.  Second  cutting  of  hay  light 

in  this  county,  almost  completed.  Some  livestock  shipments  from  county 

this  week. 

W IBAUX :  No  precipitation.  Cooler  weather  with  frost  two  nights.  There  will  be  no 
fall  planting  of  winter  wheat  or  rye  because  of  dry  conditions.  Sheep 
marketing  commencing  next  week.  About  of  sheep  v/ill  be  shinped  out.  Cattle 

marketing  continues  gradually.  Remaining  livestock  still  in  fair  condition. 

YELLOWSTONE :  Light  rain  Monday.  Balance  of  week  clear  and  cool.  Precipitation 
.29  inch.  Seeding  of  winter  v/heat  still  under  v/ay  in  non- irrigated 
districts.  About  ^Cfo  of  the  norma,!  acreage  seeded.  Shortage  of  top  soil  moisture 
serious  in  all  districts.  Early  sown  winter  v/hea,t  showing  a.  spotted  stand.  irriga¬ 
ted  districts  beet  crop  in  good  condition.  Sugar  company  plan.a  to  start  reoeiT-ing 
beets  September  29-  No  cha,nge  in  the  livestock  situation.. 


Helena,  Montana, 
September  23.  1936* 


V/Qathcr 


UNITED 
Burei 


STATES  DEPARTMENT 
- Lureaa  of  As 


OF  xAGR  I  CULTURE 
i'icultaral  Eoonomi 


Cfl 


REF'ORT  OF  ¥/EATB_ER  AND  CROP  GONDniONE  IN  MONTANA 


For  the  Week  Ei 


"I’liesdsy,  SepL'cHiUer  29,  1936. 


}ss’jed  /oinHy  by  tho  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestcck  Esitmaios  ana  i'no  WeaHior  Bureau, 
OfficQs:  Fourth  Floor,  Fedora/  Gffioo  Building,  Ha/ena,  Montana. 


Th<^  average  temperatures  during  the  week  were  slightly  belo'w  normal  over  all 
sections  except  the  southwest,  where  the  range  was  from  normal  to  slightly  atcve. 
Record  breaking  high  temperatures  prevailed  generally  over  the  north-central  part 
of  the  dtate  during  the  first  few  lays,  and  lower  temperatures  with  cool  days  and 
cold  nights  were  the  rule  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week. covered  in  this  report. 
Additional  killing  frosts  have  occiorred  over  the  southwest  and  northeast,  with  the 
Miles  City  area  Deing  the  only  section  that  has  not  experienced  killing  frosts  up 
to  September  29-  Unsettled  rainy  weather  on  the  29th  and  26th  brought  good  snowers 
over  all  sections  with  the  exception  of  the  northeastern,  where  only  light  amounts 
were  received. 

Soil  moisture  conditions  continued  unfavorable  for  the  seeding  of  winter 
wheat  and  rye  in  the  s ’Tatheastern  portion  of  the  Sta,te.  The  high  temperatures  in 
the  north-central  part  were  accompanied  with  high  winds  which  further  depleted  top 
soil  moisture.  Some  soil  blov/irg  v/as  reported  in  the  eastern  area  of  the  State. 

A  heavy  curtailment  in  fall  seedings  is  expected  in  this  and  other  areas  where  simi¬ 
lar  conditions  exist.  A  shortage  of  seed  in  miany  sections  will  also  tend  to  hold 
down  the  acreage.  Seeding  west  of  the  Divide,  in  the  central  third,  and  in  the 
northeastern  parts  of  the  State,  where  m.oisture  conditiens  v/ere  more  favorable,  is 
practically  completed.  Stands  of  early  seeded  grains  are  reported 'to  range  from 
very  uneven  to  good,  with  the  average  better  than  a  year  ago. 

The  work  pi'ogram.  ‘xf  the  stf'ckman  and  the  farmer  iuriig  the  past  week  has  been 
a  continuation  of  the  previous  week.  Harvesting  of  late  cuttings  of  alfalfa,  and 
coarse  roughage  feeds,  was  in  progress  in  all  sectiens  of  the  eastern  two-thirds  of 
the  State.  'West  of  the  pivide,  the  third  cuttings  of  rx;cellent  hay  was  going  into 
the  stack.  The  beet  harvest  is  under  way  in  add  a,reas  except  the  Hillings  and  Sid¬ 
ney  factory  areas.  In  spite  of  the  thinner  stands  reported  earlier  in  the  season, 
the  yields  are  reported  tc  be  good  as  the  larger  sizes  of  the  individual  beets  tend 
to  be  a  compensating  factor.  The  potato  harvest  is  expected  to  be  in  full  swing 
during  the  coming  week.  Rean  threshing  is  practicall.y  completed,  while  threshing  of 
other  grain  crops  is  complete  except  in  t'nose  areas  where  re-c.ent  rains  retarded  this 
operation,  and  on  a  few  scattered  irrigated  farms.  Combining  of  some  late  flax  is 
reported  fromi  Sheridan  County. 

Grass  on  ranges  and  pastures  has  been  slightly  revived  by  the  recent  rains; 
howeo'er,  the  frost  ended  any  further  progress.  Livestock  movement  has  been  orderly 
as  the  stock  is  'being  brought  off  the  ranges.  Movement  from  drouth  stricken  areas 
continues  to  be  stiimalated  by  a  shertage  of  native  feeds  generally  and  a  water  short¬ 
age  in  isolated  areas.  Cattle  nunibers  for  the  most  part  have  been  reduced  to  the 
proportionate  feed  supply  accom.iodat  ions ,  w.oile  reductions  of  sheep  are  still  cen- 
t inuing . 


This  is  the  26th  issue  of  the  193^  series  of  "Weather  and  Crop  Conditions 
Reports"  which,  during  the  growing  season  v/ere  issued  jointly  by  the  DiA'ision  of 
Grep  and  Livestock  Estimates  and  the  VA-a.ther  Bureau.  As  the  growing  season  is 
practically  ©ver,  this  will  be  the  final  report  of  this  series  for  this  year. 
Publication  of  these  reports  will  again  be  resumed  early  in  A'oril  of  1937- 
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The  I'ollowing  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  Week  Ending  Sept  .26, 1936- 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVURHEAP :  Weather  fair,  with  days  warm.  Harvesting  nearing  completion.  Some 

feed  still  for  sale.  General  yields  good.  Heavy  shipments  of  lamhs 
out  of  county  with  bulk  of  lambs  lighter  than  last  year.  Few  cows  and  steers  sold 
to  date.  Labor  normal. 

BIG  HORN:  A  good  rain  Friday,  accompanied  by  cooler  weather.  Conditions  materially 
improved  in  the  county.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat  is  being  rushed  and  beet 
growers  a.re  busy  in  prepanavtion  for  beet  digging  which  is  expected  to  start  next 
week  or  about  the  first  of  October.  In-shipments  of  feeds  and  cottonseed  cake  stim¬ 
ulated,  following  announcement  of  freight  rate  reductions.  Every  pound  of  feed  is 
being  salvaged  in  the  county.  Regular  shipments  of  cattle  are  being  made  by  stock- 
men.  Warmer  weather  will  start  the  grass  and  improve  range  conditions. 

BLAIKE :  Ho  precipitation.  Threshing  of  small  grains  in  the  Milk  River  Valley  prac¬ 
tically  completed.  Sugar  beet  harvest  in  full  swing,  with  fair  yields  re¬ 
ported.  potato  ha,.rvest  about  half  completed,  with  fair  to  good  yields  reported  from 
all  sections  of  the  A'-alley.  The  bulk  of  the  livestock  that  will  be  disposed  of  has 
now  been  moved  to  market.  Some  stock  was  shi'oped  this  past  week  to  winter  feed. 

Lambs  are  being  sorted,  some  of  them  going  to  market.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
for  feeding  lambs  in  the  Milk  River  Valley. 

CARBON ;  Hea\y  rain  most  of  tne  day  Friday  the. 25th.  A  very  late  crop  of  third  cut¬ 
ting  hay  is  being  harvested  in  part  of  the  Clarks  Fork  Valley.  Threshing 
of  beans  in  full  swing.  Preparations  being  made  for  starting  the  beet  harvest  about 
October  1st.  All  grain  threshing  has  been  completed.  Shipmentsof  cattle  continue 
to  move  from  the  county  to  the  Billings  market.  Preparations  are  being  made  to  ship 
a  train  load  of  cattle  to  Chicago  the  first  of  the  week  by  stockmen  in  the  Luther  an 
Roscoe  sections.  This  will  be  about  the  last  big  sliipment  of  cattle  from  the  county. 

CASCADE :  The  .48  inuh  of  precipita.t io n  early  Friday  morning  ma,terially  improved  the 
outlook  for  wlntej.  7rrxeo,t.  Winter  wheat  seeded  early  and  v\rhiGh  is  now  up 
will  be  benefitted  most.  Good  sui.imer  falliwW  will  noxv  ha  "vp  sufficient  moisture  to 
justify  seeding.  Range  conditions  will"  also'  be  improved  -as  a  result  of  this  rain. 

The  second  killing  frost  of  the  season  v/as  Friday  night  and.  this  frost  checked  the 
growth  of  garden  vegetables  and  potatoes  and  will  result  in  more  rapid  progress  in 
potato  harvesting  as  heavy  vines  have  been  somewhat  of  a,  nuisance.  Threshing  on 
irrigated  farms  is  nearly  completed,  with  only  fair  yields  reported.  Livestock  are 
in  fair  condition.  Labor  normal. 

CHOUTEAU :  There  was  a  heavy  shower  Thursday  evening, . covering  the  southern  part  of 

the  county,  which  may  do  much  h.arrn  to  the  winter  wheat  seeded.  Moisture 
still  deficient  for  fall  seeding  in  other  p'lrts  of.  the  county.  Livestock  shipments 
continue  to  be  heavy  a.nd  the  number  of  anima^ls  on  the  fa.rm  is  fast  approaching  the 
number  to  be  wintered.  Very  few  shipped  out  for-  feeding  p'orposes,  and  it  is  expecte 
that  large  amounts  of  hay  and  other  feeds  wil.l  be  shipped  into  the  county,  practic- 
e.lly  all  fall  and  winter  pasture  has  been  eaten  or  destroyed  by  insects.  Livestock 
men  realize  that  it  will  probably  be  a  str.aight  feeding  period  from  now  until  spring 
for  all  livestock  that  they  plan  to  keep  over. 

CUSTER  -  PCWDER  RIVER :  Much  cooler.  Killing  frosts  reported  in  some  areas,  which 

brought  the  growing  season  to  an  end.  Practically  .aGl  late 
forage  crops  are  in.  Sugar  beet  harvest  will  begin  soon.  Some  alfalfa  seed  pro¬ 
duced  under  regular  irrigation;  seed  of  good  quality  but  total  supply  will  be  insig¬ 
nificant  compared  to  a  normal  crop.  No  grain  seeding  in  dry  land  .areas  because  of 

no  soil  moisture  and  no  available  local  supply  of  seed.  Sheep  nnd  lamb  movement  in 

full  swing.  Sheepmen  disposing  of  five  and  six  year  old  ewes.  Some  horse  ranchers 
in  south  country  planning  to  move  out  as  range  conditions  are  too  poor  for  horses 
to  winter. 

DANIELS  :  No  precipitation.  -High  winds.  Putting  up  thistles  for  hay  is  chief  job 
of  livestock  owners  at  present.  Most  farmers  harvested  enough  grain  for 
seed  next  year,  but  many  will  have  to  sell  it  for  living  expenses.  Few  are  seeding 

fall  rye.  Steady  movement  of  livestock  to  market.  Both  horse "and  cattle  buyers 

are  in  the  county. 

DAffSCN :  Temperature  seasonal  throughout,  week,  with  considerable  wind  during' port  io 
of  the  period  and  only  a  trace  of  precipitation.  No  active  field  work. 
Ground  moisture"  is  lacking  and  fall  seeding  of. wheat  or  rye  is  practically  negligib 
Returns  from  crops,  including  both  harvested  grains  and  feeds,  have  been  practicall 
nothing  this  season,  only  a  few  _  scattered  places  doing  any  harvesting  and  then  priiti 
arily  fer  next  yea.r's  seed.  Feed  situa.tion  is  less  favora.ble  this  fall  than  for  a 
considerable  period.  The  severe  winter  just  past  used  much  reserve  roughage,  so  op 
ators  were  forced  to  sell  down  sharply  or  v/inter  in  other  area.s.  Marketing  of  stoc 
is  going  forward  briskly  at  this  time,  with  a  considerable  nomber  yet  to  move.  Lari 
have  only  started  moving, 

FALlON  -  CARTFE :  No  precipitation.  High  winds  during  the  week  and  severe  dust  sto 

Growing  conditions  same  as  previous.  Weather  warm  most  of  the  we 
with  light  frosts  two  nights.  Very  little  feed  has  been  put  up.  A  large  percentag 
of  the  stock  in  this  territory  removed;  most  of  it  sold.  For  the  last  month,  most 
stock  has  been  going  to  market  at  higher  prices  than  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
summer. 
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FLATHEAD :  Nights  stay  cold-  No  precipitation.  Crowing  conditions  for  fall  grain 
and  hay  are  fair.  Some  early  planted  fall  grains  making  satisfactory, 
growth.  Third  cutting  of  alfalfa  now  being  put  uo .  Potato  harvest  not  yet  in  prog¬ 
ress.  '  Livestock  Q-K-  .  Many  farmers  have  not  yet  planted  winter  wheat  because  of  a 
lack  of  moisture.  ;  '  . 

CA'^T  AT  IN :  Warm  and  clear  forepart  "'f  week.  Cooler,  cloudy,  with  some  precipitation 
latter  part.  Winter  wheat  showing  uneven  germination,  although  the  aver¬ 
age  is  somewhat  better  than  in  1935-  Some  third  cutting  alfalfa  still  remains  to  be 
stacked.  Curing  is  slow.  Average  amount  of  fall  seed  bed  preparation  "under  way,  and 
some  are  leveling  for  better  irrigation.  Doubtful  if  much  more  winter  wheat  is  seed¬ 
ed,  and  the  amount  is  still  considerably  "under  normal.  Some  lamb  sales  continue  and 
interest  is  being  shown  in  range  calves. which  are  now  being  weaned. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM :  No  precipitation;  high  winds  arid  temperatures  a.bove  average 

during  the  past  week.  Frosts  have  generally  occurred  through¬ 
out  the  area.  The  central  portion  of  Garfield  and  Petroleu.m  have  shown  considerable 
improvement  in  grass  gr'^wth.  which  has  provided  some  feed  ef  a  temporary  nature. 

Hay  and  feeds  moving  into  the  country,  but  the  price  is  largely  too  high  except  for 
working  horses  and  milk  cov/s.  Sheep  movement  "under  v/ay;  will  amount  to  about 
Large  portion  of  cattle  to  be  shinped  out  have  been  moved. 

GLAC  lER :  Wide  variety  of  wea.ther  during  week;  two  days  of  wind  miOved  much  dust. 

He?,vy  showers.  High  temperature  first  of  week;  cold  last  part,  with  kill¬ 
ing  frosts.  A  little  hail  'and  snow.  Farmers  completing,  odds  a.nd  ends  of  getting 
ready  for  winter.  Movement  bf  livestock  to  marke"t  conti'nues. 

HILL :  Approximately  of  ii-o  winter  whea.t  has  been  seeded.  Some  winter  wheat  "is 
up  in  exceptionally  fine  shape.  Moisture  is  deficient  to  complete  the  fall 
growth  of  winter  wheat.  Ranges  are  holding  their  own.  Movement  cf  livestock  out  of 
the  territory  is  continuing.  A  surplus  of  labor. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  Precipitation  very;slight.  Moisture  conditions  in  the  soil  getting 

very  ].Ovv  again.  Temperature  h.as  been  changeable,  ra,nging  from  almost 
freezing  to  very  vaarr...  Vvinter  wheat  s€?eding  is  oeing  continued,  but  conditions  do 
not  look  so  very  premising,  since  the  soil  moisture  has  been  rapidly  depleted  the  la.E 
few  days  by  hot  winds.  Range  conditions  not  as  f^^vorable  as  they  v/ere  a  week  ag»  . 

The  livestock  shi':)ping  is  still  going  on:  loadini.:s  at  practically  every  point  in  the 
county  being  mride  this  v/eek  a.nd  v/ill  be  made  next  week. 

LAKE :  W-''’rm,  clear  weather  prevailed  in  the  county  this  week,  so  th.at  ■  working  conditir 
were  ideal  for  haying,  beet  harvest,  plowing  and  seeding,  which  is  going  cn  a"! 
a  rapid  pace.  A  third  cro"!o  ^f  excellent  ,nay  is  going  into  the  stack.  Beet  harvest 
has  started  this  week  and  yields  are  very  satisfa.ctory .  Several  fields  "of  early  seed 
ed  fall  wheat  are  showing  excellent  stands.  Livestock  marketing  is  going  ©n  with  a 
normal  amo"unt  being  shipped.  Stock  in  good  condition.  Several  carloads  of  cattle 
and  sheep  are  being  purchased  outside  the  county  for  feeding  during  the  winter. 

LEyfl  S  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER Moisture,  none.  Threshing  is  nearing  completion  in 

irrige.ted  areas  of  both  Broad", ".’a. ter  ccnd  Lewis  &  Clark 
co"anties.  P''t;'i.to  harvest  under  way-.  Sugar  beet  iia.fvesting  is  starting  in  Broadwate:-: 
County.  Considerable  livestock  moving  out  of  northern  Lewis- &  Clark  County,  due  to 
short  feed  situa.tion.  Considerable  cottonseed  cake  v/ill  be  shi"oped  into  northern 
Lewis  d  Clark  for  wintering  livestock  .  '  '  ’  . 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Warm,  fair  ,Y;eather  prevailed  during- the  week,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Friday  which  was  cold  and  blustery,  threatening ■ snow^ 
Warm  days  made  j;rov;ing  condit  if^ns  ■  favor, able ,  'though  there  is  a  need  for  additional 
moisture.  Crop  conditions  were  generally  f:,-ivorcable  throughout  the  w^^ek.  The  warm, 
dry  weather  ga"\re  farmers  their  best  '^p-iortunity  tnis  fall  for'  threshing,  and  severe,], 
v/ere  able  to  finish.  There  remains,  ho'wever,  a,  large  amount  of  grain  and  some  peas 
to  be  threshed.  In  most  cases,  yields  «if  greii"i  on  irrigated  land  have' been  satis¬ 
factory,  but  on  the  dry  land  ma.ny  fields  failed  to  meas'are  up  to  expectations  becaus- 
of  grassho"0'oer  damage  and  shriveled  kernels.  Stockmen  are  busy  with  their  fall  work 
A  large  n'um  bor  rf  sheep  have  been  brought  off  the  summer  range  and  the  lambs  shipped 
out.  Many  cattlemen  are  moving- their  feeder-s- to— shi4Di9ing~-.po.i.nis  and,  preparing  to 
bring  the  rema,ining  stoclc  out  to  fall  feed.  An  acute  shortage  of  labor  exists  in 
some  sections,  especial"' y  Silver  Star  and  Twin  Bridges.  Men  are  needed  for  potato 
harvest  and  to  help  with  tho  cattle  roundup. 

MISSOULA :  Warm  and  bright  first  of  week;  cooler,  cloudy  and  some  rain  last  of  week. 

Second  general  killing  frost  last  of,v;eck.  Seeding,  of  winter  wheat  start 
ed,  but  not  general  due  to  dry  soil,  Potato • and  sugar  beet  harvest  starting.  Few 
fields  third  crop  alfalfa  yet  to  be  cut  if  not  damaged  too.  much  by  frost.  Hay  sup¬ 
plies  plentiful  for  winter  feeding.'  County  can  handle  more  cattle  for  fall  pasture 
and  winter"  feed. 

PHILLIPS  :  Mild  w,eathc-r;  no  frost,  no  rain.  Windy  early  pa.rt  of  webk.  No  fall  see:' 

ing  of  rye  or  wheat  on  account  of  lack  of  moisture.  Sugar  beet  crop  onl" 
one  left  for  harvest.  Some  being  dug  at  Stra.ter,  Wagner,  and  Dodson.  No  reports  O'- 
yields  t,o,  date.  Move.ment  of  stock  to  market  con"tinues..  About  JOfo  of  livestock 
shipped  out.  Wells  and  water  holes  going  dry.  ■■  Very  little  hay  b'eing  bought. 
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PONDERA :  V/eather  clear  and  fairly  warm.  Heavy  frost  la.tter  part  of  week,  practic¬ 
ally  all  shocked  grain  threshing  completed  this  week  on  irrigated  farms. 
Beet  pulling  in  full  swing,  fue  to  unusual  grov/ing  conditions,  "beet  harvest  indi¬ 
cates  a  higher  tonnage  per  acre  than  first  reported,  due  to  larger  sizes  of  beets. 
Beet  tops  have  sold  from  to  $8.00  per  acre  to  livestock  men  for  suopleraent 

and  balancing  feed  with  straw  and  cake.  Summer  pastures  have  been  revived  by  show¬ 
ers  in  spotted  areas  throughout  the  county.  No  barley  or  oat  feed  for  sale,  but 
small  surplus  oi  hay  is  available  to  the  extent  of  aporoximately  30'"^  c»r  tons. 
Intermittent  movement  of  livestock  to  market:  chiefly  held  for  late  October  and  Novem 
ber  markets.  Some  forced  liquidation  on  account  of  lack  of  water.  Feed  reserves 
appea.r  to  be  sufficient  to  carry  all  livestock  numbers  at  the  present  data  through¬ 
out  the  winter.  Livest'^ck  has  been  moved  due  to  high  price  of  f~eds. 

PRAIRIE :  Maximum  temperature  over  degrees  the  first  part  of  the  week.  Latter 
part  of  week  has  been  cooler,  with  a  light  drizzle  on  Friday.  No  crops. 
Fall  movement  of  cattle  and  sheep  has  started,  which  will  take  most  of  the  cattle 
in  Prairie 'County  and  also  many  sheep.  Livestock  has  bo'en  doing  better,  with  the 
advent  of  cooler  weather. 

RIGHLANR :  Most  of  week  warm,  with  cooler  weather  latter  part  of  week,  pryland 

farmers  continuing  to  salvage  what  feed  possible  in  coulees.  The  harvest¬ 
ing  of  beets  is  expected  to  get  under  way  by  the  first  of  next  week.  It  is  anticipa¬ 
ted  that  the  tonnage  for  tins  year  will  be  practically  the  same  as  tha.t  of  last  year 
despite  the  fa.Gt  that  some  2000  a.cres  of  beets  were  abandoned  in  the  valley  early 
this  spring  and  summer  due  to  gra,s shoppers  and  blister  beetles.  Some  livestock  con¬ 
tinuing- to  move  to  market.  The  bulk  of  the  stock  has  already  been  shipped  out. 

ROOSEVELT : -  No  precipitation.  Little  change  in  farm  conditions  during  week.  Little 
field  work  being  attempted.  Some  livestock  moving  to  market. 

ROSEBUD :  "  Temperatures  above  normal  for  this  time  of  year,  following  last  week's 

frost.  G-eneral  rain  last  of  week,  but  not  sufficient  to  insure  good  ger- 
minat-i.on -of  winter  wheat  and  rye.  All  crops,  including  late  planted  forage  crops, 
harvested  except  sugar  oeets.  Beet  harvest  expected  to  start  next  week.  Orderly 
movement  of  cattle  and  sneep  into  m-rket  channels  continued  through  the  week.  Move¬ 
ment  expected  to  continue  for  some  time.  Some  calves  and  old  ewes  will  be  marketed 
in'  late  October . 

SANLERS  :  Generally  warm  days  and  frosty  nights.  Y/inter  v/heat  coming  up  and  showing 
good  stand  on  summer  fallow.  All  field  crops  ha,rvested.  Truck  crops  be¬ 
ing^  harvested,  wi.th  generally  good  yields.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Lambs  most¬ 
ly  marketed.  Ca,ttle  being  brought  in  from  high  range-  and  shipments  of  fpeder  and  fat 
stuff  going  to  market. 

SHERIDAN :  Continued  dry.  Most  crops  h.arvf'sted,  but  some  late  flax  combined.  Corn 
nicking  for  seed  in  progress. on  a  few  farms.  First  movement  of  livestock 
to  market.  Cattle  in  fair  condition,  peak  of  movement  will  be  within  next  four  or 
six  weeks. 

ST  ILL  WATER :  Clear  a.nd  warm  first  part  of  week.  Slow,  steady  snew  er  over  county, 

starting  Friday  morning.  Total  precipitation  at  Columbus  .76.  Should 
be  of  benefit  to  grass  and  winter  wheat.  Threshing  of  irrigated  crops  in  county 
pretty  well  completed.  Bean  harvest  in  Park  City  area  about  completed,  v;ith  yields 
of  16  to  24  sacks  per  acre  being  reported.  Ee-et  crop  fair  to  good,  with  prepara¬ 
tions  being  made  for  harvest.  Rain  benefitted  winter  wheat  seedings.  Condition  of 
stock  fa.ir  to  good  in  spite  of  shorta„ge  of  gra.ss.  Several  larger  operators  shipping 
sheep  out  for  winter  this  v/eek.  Marketing  of  lambs  starting. 

SY/EETGRASS  :  Second  cutting  of  alfa.lfa  is  harvested.  Frost  ha,s  ended,  growing  season 
of  crops.  Livestock  is  being  marketed  normally  as  they  come  in  from 
the  range.  Some  local  buying  of  cattle,  but  mostly  being  shio-ped  to  market.  All 
livestock  down  from  Forest  Reserves.  Dema.nd  for  tv;o  to  six  year  old  ewes  for  re¬ 
placement  prospects. 

TETON :  Temperatures  have  been  exceedingly  cool,  with  nice  rain  Thursday  night,  of 
. .  3.^-...inG-h  .  Reports  that  in' the  northern  part  of  the  county  around .  Pendroy 
precipitation  w.?„s  .62  in'^'h.  Terrific  w'ind  Tuesday  caused  some  soil  drifting.  Thresh 
ing  is  cornpletei  with  the  exception  of  some  flax.  Yields  in  the  county  have  been 
varying  all  the  way  from  nothing  to  12  bushels,  the  latter  being  in  a  few  isolated 
places.  It  looks  as  though  tnis  county  will  have  some  whea.t  in  excess  of  seed  re¬ 
quirements,  but  the  1936  crop  was  the  smallest  one  produced  in  this  county  in  late 
years.  Hay  practically  all  sold.  Ranchers  starting  to  deliver  their  lambs  which 
were  sold  on  contract.  Cattle  being  moved  to  market  in  large  numbers. 

VALLEY :  No  precipitation  the  past  week.  Several  killing  frosts.  -Sugar  beet  harvest 
in  full  swing  in  Hinsdale-Beaverton  area.  Yields  and  sugar  -conkent  is  run- 
ning  pretty  high.  Very  small  amo int  of  winter  rye  and  winter  wheat. being  seeded. 
Third  cutting  of  alfalfa  completed.  Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Calves  are  showing 
effects  of  drouth  and  lack  of  feed. 

JRIEATLAND :  Weather  quite  cold  all  week,  v/ith  frosts.  Some  rain  in  central  portion 

of  county  tnis  .veek  .  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  finished.  Some  livestock 
shipments  from  county  reported.' 

W IBAUX :  Cold,  freezing  weather  latter  riart  of  v/eek;  v/arrn  weather  during  forepart. 

No  precipitation.  Approximately  50  per  cent  of  cattle  ha.ve  been  shinped 
out  so  far.  Additional  shipments  will  depend  on  weather  conditions  and  price  of  hay 
and  concentrates.  Livestock  in  fairly  good  condition.  About  2Qfo  of  the  horses 
have  been  shipped  and  25  pen  cent  of  the  sheep. 
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